What Does The Bible Say?
(Series)
1.
The Word Of God
2.
One God
3.
Bible Salvation


Repentance


Water Baptism


Holy Ghost Baptism
4.
The Beauty of Holiness
Why Study the Word of God?
Several years ago the Ford Motor Company had a slogan ... "Ford has a better idea."
It might be ok to trust Ford's better idea ... if you're looking for a car.
But, if its TRUTH you are searching for ... You're better off steering clear of man's ideas and opinions.
The final authority on any doctrinal question undoubtedly must be the Word of God.
The Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy, his son in the Gospel, 2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
Some might say, "Well I don't take the scripture literally." Or, "I don't believe it just like it says."
William and Mary Professor ... "Would it be safe to say that you are a Biblical literalist?" 
I've often run into people who hold to their own private interpretation of the Scripture.
They have determined that there are parts they believe and parts they have determined to be obsolete or irrelevant.
No man has the authority to add to, take away from, or modify the Word of God.
2 Peter 1:20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 
 
George Bernard Shaw once said, "No man ever believes that the Bible means what it says: He is always convinced that it says what he means."
Revelation 22:18-19 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: [19] And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and [from] the things which are written in this book. 
Jack Cunningham paraphrase of these two verses ... "Believe and proclaim the TRUTH, the whole TRUTH, and nothing but the TRUTH, so help you God."
The most powerful tool God left us is His Word ... 
Even more so than worship, prayer, or Holy Spirit. 
Why do I say that? 
Simple ... because we could not know anything about God, His Spirit, or His will without the Word of God.  
Jesus said, in Matthew 4:4, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
Daniel Webster said, "If we abide by the principles taught by the Bible, our country will go on prospering."
The same can be said of our homes, marriages, businesses, finances, relationships, and more.
If we abide by the principles taught by the Bible, every area of our life will prosper.

The Psalmist David wrote in Psalms 119:105, Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
President Woodrow Wilson wrote, "When you have read the Bible, you will know it is the word of God, because you will have found it the key to your own heart, your own happiness, and your own duty."
If you have questions about any area of life ...
· Marriage
· Raising Children
· Finances
· Business
· Education
· Relationships
· Social Issues
· Spirituality
· Depression
The answer is in the Word of God!
The Word of God is TRUTH. 
Psalms 119:142 Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, And Thy law is truth.
Psalms 119:151 Thou art near, O LORD, And all Thy commandments are truth.
Psalms 119:160 The sum of Thy word is truth, And every one of Thy righteous ordinances is everlasting.
When we say "The Word of God is Truth" we're not talking about a partial or outdated Truth ... 
We're talking about the TRUTH ... that has successfully stood the test of time, trial, and challenge.
Voltaire, a French philosopher and open critic of Christianity and the Bible, often slandered the scripture openly. He was quoted as saying, "One hundred years from now my books will be widely read by all and no one will even remember the Bible." One hundred years later, Voltaire was dead, his books virtually unknown, and the Geneva Bible Society was printing and distributing Bibles from Voltaire's home.
· TRUTH is immutable ... it never changes.
· TRUTH is steadfast ... it never varies.
· TRUTH is powerful ... it's never diminished.
· TRUTH will prevail no matter the foe.
· TRUTH will remain when everything around it is shaken.
· TRUTH stands alone.
· TRUTH is always TRUTH.
· TRUTH needs no one to believe it to be TRUTH.
Oliver Wendell Holmes, former American Supreme Court Jurist, wrote, "Truth is tough. It will not break, like a bubble, at the touch, nay, you may kick it about all day like a football, and it will be round and full at evening."
Jesus said in Mark 13:31 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. 
Fall in love with TRUTH.
Proverbs 23:23 Buy the truth, and sell [it] not; [also] wisdom, and instruction, and understanding. 
It is dangerous to settle for anything less than TRUTH.
2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. [11] And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: [12] That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 
Many people are of the mistaken opinion that by simply attending church, and listening to the preaching and teaching, they will grasp enough of the Word to save them. 
While church attendance, preaching and teaching, are critically important to our walk with God ... its not enough. 
Each of us have to take a pro-active posture regarding the Word of God.
By "pro-active posture" I mean ... we have to be aggressive in our study of the Word of God.
 
I'm going to give you five spiritual disciplines necessary for hiding the Word of God in your heart.
1.
Hear God's Word 

Bible study is my favorite service each 


week.

Romans 10:14-15, 17 How then shall they 

call on him in whom they have not 



believed? and how shall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard? and how 


shall they hear without a preacher? [15] 

And how shall they preach, except they be 

sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the 

feet of them that preach the gospel of 


peace, and bring glad tidings of good 


things! [17] So then faith [cometh] by 


hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

Three principles that should govern how we 
hear the Word of God: 

1)
Know them that labor among you.


1 Thessalonians 5:12 And we beseech 


you, brethren, to know them which 



labour among you, and are over you in 

the Lord, and admonish you; 


~ Paul said, "Follow me as I follow 



Christ."

2)
Understand that too many voices in your 

life only causes confusion.

3) Be faithful to the house of God ... church 


attendance. 


~ Paul asked the question, "How can 


they hear without a preacher?" 


~ Hebrews 10:25 Not forsaking the 



assembling of ourselves together, as the 

manner of some[ is]; but exhorting[ one 


another]: and so much the more, as ye 


see the day approaching. 


~ One thing we have to guard against, 


especially in summer, is becoming lazy 


about going to the house of God. 
2.
Read God's Word

Psalms 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine 

heart, that I might not sin against thee.

Psalms 119:103 How sweet are thy words 

unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to 

my mouth!  

Daily devotions

Read thru the Bible in one year.

Read thru the key texts of the Bible in 30 

days.
3.
Study God's Word

Not the same as reading the Bible.

2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself 


approved unto God, a workman that 


needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 



dividing the word of truth.

John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in 


them ye think ye have eternal life: and 


they are they which testify of me.

Study helps
4.
Meditate on God's Word

Psalms 1:2 But his delight is in the law of 

the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate 

day and night.

Meditate on the Word of God you've heard, 

read, and studied.

Meditate on ...


~ Truths (One God, baptism, HG)


~ Principles ("If a man's ways please..")


~ Promises (Blessing, healing)


~ Examples (David, Paul, Jesus)


~ Application (How can I apply?)
5.
Memorize God's Word

Psalms 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine 

heart, that I might not sin against thee. 


The only way to hide the Word in your heart 
is thru memorization.

Learn a verse a week or month.
In closing ...

      
Dr. A. W. Tozer wrote, “The Word of God well understood and religiously obeyed is the shortest route to spiritual perfection. And we must not select a few favorite passages to the exclusion of others. Nothing less than a whole Bible can make a whole Christian.”
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