The Seriousness of Making A Vow
Years ago it would have been a strange thing to give a Bible study on the seriousness of breaking a vow made to God … or to another person for that matter.

Why? … Because in past generations, a person’s word was their bond.

A generation ago … a man was considered to be no better than his word.

If a man’s word was no good … the entire community would mark him as untrustworthy and dishonest.

Somewhere along the way … honesty and integrity has waned …

Today … 
People take giving and keeping their word very lightly …

People make and break vows daily …

It is as if their word means nothing!
Even the marriage vow is taken lightly …

51% of first marriages end in divorce.

61% of second marriages end in divorce.

Those stats mean … it gets easier to break your vows.

It is a serious matter to give your word to a person … and then break it … Its dishonesty … Its lying!

[Revelation 21:8] But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
It is even more grave to give your word to the Lord … especially in the form of a vow … and not keep your word.

The Word of God has much to say about making a vow unto God.

[Numbers 30:2] If a man vow a vow unto the LORD, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth.
[Psalms 76:11] Vow, and pay unto the LORD your God:
[Ecclesiastes 5:4] When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. [5] Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.
There as old Chinese Proverb that says, He who gives his word lightly seldom keeps his word. 

In the 11th chapter of the Book of Judges … the people of Gilead are in dire straights … 

The mighty army of the Ammonites oppressed them ... and to gathered to encamp against them ... 

The elders of Israel understood that their only hope of deliverance was God!

The people were afraid of Ammon ... And rightfully so ...

Ammon is undefeated in battle ... 

No other army has stopped them ... or even slowed their progress ... 

Ammon has already defeated Judah ... Benjamin ... and Ephriam ... 

And ... they have taken twenty cities from the people of God ...

The elders of Gilead come together to choose a captain to head their army of farmers and herdsmen into battle against Ammon ... 

They turned to Jephthah ... 

As a military leader Jephthah knew that his untrained soldiers were no match for the trained and well equipped army of the Ammonites ... 

In any normal military encounter, he could not possibly win against the Ammonites ... 

Without God's divine intervention all would surely be lost ...

It was in the midst of this DESPERATE situation that Jephthah made a rash vow to God ...  


[Judges 11:30] And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou shalt without fail deliver the children of Ammon into mine hands, [31] Then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the children of Ammon, shall surely be the LORD'S, and I will offer it up for a burnt offering. 
God gave Jephthah and Gilead a great victory.

[Judges 11:32] So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon to fight against them; and the LORD delivered them into his hands. [33] And he smote them from Aroer, even till thou come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and unto the plain of the vineyards, with a very great slaughter. Thus the children of Ammon were subdued before the children of Israel.

Jephthah returns home to a hero’s welcome.

God delivered the great Ammonite army into his hands.

[Judges 11:34] And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, his daughter came out to meet him with timbrels and with dances: and she was his only child; beside her he had neither son nor daughter.
[35] And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he rent his clothes, and said, Alas, my daughter! thou hast brought me very low, and thou art one of them that trouble me: for I have opened my mouth unto the LORD, and I cannot go back.
James Hewitt said, Vows are made in storms and forgotten in calms.
Jephthah’s daughter was quite a woman … 

There is no record that she resisted the fulfillment of the vow her father had made to the Lord.
She understood the power of making and keeping your vow to God.

[Judges 11:36] And she said unto him, My father, if thou hast opened thy mouth unto the LORD, do to me according to that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth; forasmuch as the LORD hath taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even of the children of Ammon.
Jephthah’s daughter knew that for her father to break his vow to the Lord would be serious … The Bible calls it “sin.”

[Deuteronomy 23:21] When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for the LORD thy God will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee.
Numbers 21 is an example of how serious it can be to deliberately break a vow to God…
[Numbers 21:2] And Israel vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And the LORD hearkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them and their cities… [5] And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. [6] And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.
Hannah, wife of Elkanah, and mother of Samuel, made a vow to the Lord.

She was barren … had no child.

[1 Samuel 1:11]  And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head.
God answered her petition and gave her a son … Samuel.

[1 Samuel 1:20] Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come about after Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, Because I have asked him of the LORD.
Hannah remembered her vow … even though it was a long time between the time she made the vow and the time of fulfillment.

Samuel was at least two years old … if not three or four … when she took him to the house of the Lord.

She did not forget her vow during nine months of pregnancy …

She did not forget her vow through the two-four years it took to wean the child …

[1 Samuel 1:24] And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the house of the LORD in Shiloh: and the child was young. [25] And they slew a bullock, and brought the child to Eli. [26] And she said, Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the LORD. [27] For this child I prayed; and the LORD hath given me my petition which I asked of him: [28] Therefore also I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the LORD. And he worshipped the LORD there.
It wasn’t Samson’s hair length that made him strong … it was the vow that he had made with the Lord.

[Judges 16:6] And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee. [7] And Samson said unto her, If they bind me with seven green withs that were never dried, then shall I be weak, and be as another man. [8] Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green withs which had not been dried, and she bound him with them. [9] Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. And she said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he brake the withs, as a thread of tow is broken when it toucheth the fire. So his strength was not known.
[Judges 16:10] And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou mightest be bound. [11] And he said unto her, If they bind me fast with new ropes that never were occupied, then shall I be weak, and be as another man. [12]  Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him therewith, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And there were liers in wait abiding in the chamber. And he brake them from off his arms like a thread. 

Now watch as Samson get dangerously close to breaking his vow to God …

[Judges 16:13] And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: tell me wherewith thou mightest be bound. And he said unto her, If thou weavest the seven locks of my head with the web. [14] And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awaked out of his sleep, and went away with the pin of the beam, and with the web.
After flirting with disaster … Samson eventually breaks his vow … 

[Judges 16:15] And she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee, when thine heart is not with me? thou hast mocked me these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great strength lieth. [16] And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death; [17] That he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother's womb: if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man. [18] And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this once, for he hath showed me all his heart. Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought money in their hand. [19] And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from him. [20] And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him.
His strength was not the length of his hair … His power was derived from the vow he had made to the Lord.

When he broke the vow … he lost his power!

[Judges 16:21] But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house.
Its better never to make a vow … than to make a vow and break it!
[Ecclesiastes 5:4] When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. [5] Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.
PAGE  
4

