The Day That Seldom Ever Comes
Matthew 11:12
12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.
Intro:
· His name was Artful Eddie.
· Artful Eddie lacked nothing.
· He was the slickest of the slick lawyers.
· One of the roars, if you will, of the roaring twenties.
· A friend of Al Capone, he ran the gangster’s dog tracks.
· Artful Eddie had mastered the simple technique of fixing the races by overfeeding seven dogs and then betting on the eighth.
· Wealth…Status…Style…He lacked nothing.
· He could find any loophole in any law.
· Valuable member of the Chicago mafia.
· He was at the top of the corruption game.
· BUT one day, Eddie shocked everyone when he decided to turn himself in to the authorities?
· He would proffer evidence against Al Capone and crime syndicates of Chicago.
· The question comes to mind…What was he thinking?
· Surely, he was familiar with how the mob dealt with “rats”…
· He knew, and perhaps had even witnessed first hand the results of the punishment on those that turned against the mob.
· In other words he knew he was a dead man walking.
· This was during the roaring twenties…
· When organized crime was in its heyday.
· A time…that when the mob boss spoke…his actions were carried out without question.
· So…with that in mind the question begs to be asked…
· WHY? Why would he have dared to turn himself in and even more…WHY would he have turned in evidence against the mafia…against Al Capone!
· What did Artful Eddie have to gain?
· What could society give him that he didn’t already have?
· He had the money…the power…the prestige…the luxury.
· Eddie revealed the purpose of his action…Artful Eddie had a son.
· Eddie spent his life with the despicable…he led a life of evil.
· His lifestyle was one of violence and base living…promiscuous and perverse.
· AND EDDIE realized that for his son…he wanted something more…something different…something better.
· He wanted to give his son a name…that he could be proud of…where he could hold his head up high.
· Unashamed of who he was…capable of being a part of society.
· He had a dream of his son being more than a crook and a criminal.
· And to give his son an honorable name…he had to clear his own.
· So, for the sake of his son…he was willing to take the risk!
· Sadly, Artful Eddie never saw his risk become reward…
· After Eddie squealed…the mob remembered and they took their vengeance.
· A shotgun blast from close range silenced him forever.
What’s the reward of violent action?
· Again a question begs to be asked…WAS this action and the outcome worth the risk?
· The appropriate response would be that FOR HIS SON…it was worth it.
· Artful Eddie’s son lived up to the sacrifice and his son’s name is referred to throughout the United States on a daily basis.
· Before I tell you about Eddie’s son…
· I would suggest to you that Artful Eddie had stepped into the arena of violent people.
· Webster’s defines the word violent:
· Marked by extreme force or sudden intense activity.
· EXTREME…INTENSE
· Caused by force not natural
· Emotionally agitated to the point of loss of self-control or common sense.
· Artful Eddie found something more important than the wealth, the prestige, houses, cars…
· More important even than his life…so important that his action was not natural…it was INTENSE…it was EXTREME!
· So many things could be preached when we refer to the text of John and the violent taking it by force…
· Topics like:
· Prayer
· Praise
· The Word
· Witness
· All of these topics could be discussed under the subject of the need for intense and extreme action.
The need for the violent to take it by force
· In fact, let me digress for a moment and tell you…
· We are living in an hour where sin abounds…
· A time where it seems there is an agenda to make the cool thing to be anti – country and anti – God.
· Our world is consistently turning further and further away from God.
Prayer
· So if any hour in the history of mankind ever needed it…
· This generation NEEDS an apostolic church that KNOWS HOW TO PRAY!
· That are intense…passionate…violent in their prayer life!
· It is the understatement of the century to say that the world and the church need individuals that are not satisfied with hit and miss…inconsistent prayer lives…
· That are not satisfied with a “NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP PRAYER LIFE.”
· Instead what is needed now is a generation of Apostolics…who know how to fight hell in prayer!
· Who are not intimidated by INTENSE…EXTREME intercessory prayer! 
· Who refuse to leave it up to the pastor…the youth pastor…the leadership…to pray for a move of God in our church and city!
· BE INTENSE in your approach to prayer!
Praise
· This PASTOR…this CHURCH needs YOU to be radical and extreme in your commitment to praise!
· Young people let me say to you that every time you come to church it ought to be Pentecostal Apostolic youth that know how to set an atmosphere of exuberant worship and praise!
· In fact, even if you are the only one…YOU NEED TO BE AN EXTREME Praiser! 
· I’m not even sure “praiser” is a word!  But it is for the purpose of this message today!
· Now obviously you need to use some common sense!
· By extreme praiser I don’t mean ignorant.
· We had a guy when I was younger jumped in a visitor’s lap during worship…put an end to that foolishness! 
· Another guy in my home church in Peoria, IL would do push-ups.  Run the aisles…drop down and bust out 5 or 10…then go around again.
· I don’t mean out of order extreme…
· I mean committed and unashamed!
· Passionate!
· I am talking about your desire and your commitment…IT HAS TO BE EXTREME!
· Even if someone makes fun of me…I am going to lift my hands…
· Even if I’m the only one…I’m gonna let hot tears run down my cheeks due to my gratitude for freedom from sin!
The Word
· Let me tell you something else we need…we need an endtime church that has an INTENSE appreciation for the Word of God!
· A church that knows it and lives it!
· A church that because they’ve been in the Word…discovers that some battles and some temptations become a little easier to defeat!
· We need a new zeal regarding the word of GOD!
· A new appreciation…a violent, if you will, passion for the Word!
· I want it to burn in me! Jeremiah said, “But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones…”
· I want its power and glory and magnitude to consume me!!!
Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Psalm 119:89
For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.
Mark 13:31
Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.
Isaiah 40:8
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.
Psalm 119:105
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
· Psalm 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.
· The VIOLENT TAKE IT BY FORCE! The extreme…the intense.
· I want the Word of God in me to be a force in my life!
· In my family!
· In my witness!
· Against the forces of hell!
WITNESS
· Without question another need of today…
· EXTREME SOUL WINNERS are needed!
· Some individuals who are not ashamed of the gospel of JESUS CHRIST!
· This generation needs some intense soul winners that will do whatever it takes to impact their world!
· Teaching Bible Studies…sharing the Word of God…loving people…representing God through service to their cities and communities…
· People who aren’t afraid to get their hands dirty through compassion-based ministry and outreach!
· Individuals who have an extreme…violent…intense passion for souls to be saved that are tired of excuses… 
· What if I get embarrassed?
· I would but folks might mock me…
· To be a witness I might have to dress a little different.
· I might have to act a little different.
· I … I … I 
· God is not interested in your excuses…violent people don’t make excuses…they look for solutions!
· Violent people don’t care what somebody is going to think of them!
· Intense Christians will make a difference in the world! PERIOD!
· Listen, if the homosexual movement can march on Washington, DC and proclaim themselves as the “group that acts up on behalf of the gay community…” (ignoranceisplentiful.blogspot.com)
· Then there better be some radical Christians that say if anyone is gonna act up…if anyone is going to be noticed…
· If any message is going to “get out there”…
· It’s going to be the message of the church!
· I am going to act like Jesus and love the lost!
· Feed the poor!
· Help the widowed and orphaned!
· Violent / Intense soul winners are controlled by eternity.
· Young people let me say to you…intense soul winners realize that there is something more important than being cool…fitting in!
· Whether your friends at school make it to heaven…should be a lot more important to you than their approval!
· BE A WITNESS!
Let me regress back to the message… 

We certainly need preaching on these topics…
But I won’t stop there today…
Love for Him
· There is something a little deeper that I want to challenge you in.
· In fact, all of what I’ve just said really hinges upon getting what I’m about to say…
· Artful Eddie found that his son’s life was more important than anything else…
· So he made a risky decision.
· A decision confronts you…be average
· OR be violent…intense…extreme
· Let me tell you what made Artful Eddie a violent person…
· For the sake of love … he was willing to risk.
· Because he loved his son…
· A love more important than the wealth…power…prestige
· A love that weighed out the consequences and made the decision in spite of the consequences.
· “My son must live with a clear conscious and a clear name.”
· “My son must live with honor and integrity.”
· The area of violence that I am challenging the church in today… the extreme… caused by force that is not natural…
· The intensity that I am challenging this body about is in the matter of your LOVE FOR JESUS CHRIST.
· The truth is if at some point you cannot say, “Because I love Him…”
· You will never be what God has designed or intended for you to be.
· Being passionate in prayer…praise…word…witness…really DEPENDS on how deeply in love you are with Him!
· A love for Him that has removed anything else as a priority.
· A love for Him that has said I will remove every excuse … every obstacle … anything that takes His place!!
· A love for Him that says, Just to walk with him means everything to me!
· Just to feel his presence … just to hear his voice!
· A love so passionate that you can say along with the apostle Paul…
Philippians 3:10
That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;
· Just to be in relationship with Him! 
· It’s worth any risk…any discomfort and denial of my flesh…any betrayal of acquaintances...
· Because when you have an intense…passion for JESUS…all the other aspects of living for HIM become a little bit easier.
· Ladies and Gentlemen this is what holiness is really about!
· If you love Him that will give you a desire to be holy and to look holy.
· Husbands…Fathers…when you love him…you aren’t satisfied with providing only the natural necessities like food and clothing and shelter…
· When you love Him…you provide a spiritual climate in your home that loves Godliness!
· A love for Jesus will help the church that is bombarded by the lasciviousness of this world refuse the perversions and filth available to use through entertainments and technology!
· A violent love…a passionate love that is not as much concerned about what “they” may think of me but it absolutely concerned about what does “He” think of me!
· This love is risky…it will cost you something…
· Sir, you may have to turn down overtime to spend time with your family and with God…when you have this kind of love for Jesus!
· You will have to forgive that person that lied about you…gossiped about you…when you choose to really passionately love him!
· There will be times young person where you skip the joy of a night with friends because the Holy Ghost has beckoned you to weep and pray and turn your future over to Him!
· Oh it’s a risky love!!! 
· BUT OHHHH to love JESUS…it is worth it.
The day that seldom ever comes
· Satan has a very subtle plan to keep you from being a violent person…to try and keep you from loving Jesus…
· To keep you from turning your life over to God and leaving sin…making to heaven…
· He has a plan to try and keep as many of us as possible from taking the risk…and doing something beyond just drifting and existing…
· What hinders many…
· It isn’t that people don’t care.
· It isn’t that a sinner wants to be lost.
· It isn’t that church folks don’t intend on being sold out.
· They have the intention…the plan…
· I plan on getting saved.
· I will eventually develop a prayer life.
· From youth on through every age bracket…
· When I am in my 20s it won’t be as hard to stand up for truth…then…I will be a witness.
· When I am out of High School I will be sold out.
· When I graduate I will teach a Bible Study.
· After this next semester…the next final.
· When I get married.
· After I have kids.
· After I establish my career.
· After military service.
· After the kids are out of school.
· After I retire.
· Then I will make the risky decision of loving Jesus Christ beyond just having a knowledge of Him…to really knowing Him.
· Then...
· SOMEDAY…I’ll do it.
· I plan on it…JUST NOT NOW.
· Now I have to work extra for my family.
· Now I have to complete college.
· Now I have bills to pay.
· Now I want to enjoy sin.
· SOMEDAY is the excuse that I have seen so often used by Satan to derail good people from serving God and doing something for the kingdom of God…
· Someday is the excuse that I have seen cause men and women to die in sin instead of turning their lives over to God!
· AND unfortunately for many that I have been pastor of or observed growing up in church…
· Someday, was the day that seldom every came!
· It’s been said, “The road to hell is paved with good intentions.”
· It will always be tomorrow…
· If you let it…the excuse of someday will steal your youth…rob your purity…derail your purpose…and it may even destroy your soul!
· It will lead to the habit of…next revival.
· Next prayer meeting.
· Next altar call.
· Someday I will be a passionate…violent…extreme Christian consumed by the love of God
· AND THE THING THAT STRIKES GRAVE CONCERN IN MY SPIRIT is that for SOME OF YOU…
· Someday will never come!
· We are on the brink of eternity…SOMEDAY the Lord will return!
· The only thing that will matter on that Someday is the decision that you make TODAY!
· This altar service…someone is going to have to make the decision whether or not you are really in this thing...
· This service…will be the day you stop riding the fence with one foot in and one foot out…wandering in the valley of decision.
· This altar call…needs to be the one you decide whether or not you are going to take a chance…risk the popular vote and REALLY LOVE GOD!
· HEAR ME…THE RISK IS WORTH IT!
Closing
· Which brings me back to Artful Eddie’s son.
· Eddie would have been proud of his son.
· He would tell you that his violent, unnatural, extreme act was worth the risk.
· He wasn’t there when his son Butch received an appointment to Annapolis, Maryland’s highly esteemed Naval Academy.
· He wasn’t there to see his son become a decorated World War II hero.
· He would have been proud to know that it was HIS son that shot down 5 enemy bombers in the Pacific front.
· These five bombers would have sunk the battleship Lexington if it weren’t for Butch’s heroics.
· Eddie didn’t get to read the headlines depicting how his boy saved the lives of 100s and perhaps even 1,000s of men.
· He wasn’t there the day the President penned the Congressional Medal of Honor on his son’s chest.
· But make not mistake…the name had been cleared!
· And now, when his name is mentioned in Chicago, IL people do not think of gangsters…but instead his name is associated w/Aviation heroism and bravery.
· Now people from all over the world fly into the largest airport in the Midwest…O’Hare Airport…
· Named in the honor of Butch O’Hare, the son of a gangster named Eddie.
· Because there was a day Eddie knew he couldn’t put off the risky decision any longer…
· Eddy stopped saying someday I am getting out of the business…
· His risky decision made a difference!
· The opportunity to become a violent person is here tonight…don’t put it off another day…or another service…
· Make today your someday!
