December 11, 2012

The Christian’s Credo
A “credo” is “a statement of beliefs or aims that guides our actions … or, a list of principles to live by.”
This evening, I’m sharing with you six principles that guide the life and actions of a Christian.
Principle One:
Watch Your Words
Proverbs 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue.
Someone said, “Watch your thoughts, for they become words. Watch your words, for they become actions. Watch your actions, for they become habits. Watch your habits, for they become character. Watch your character, for it becomes your destiny.”
That’s why the Bible says, “Death and life are in the tongue.”
What we say … eventually becomes who we are!
If I was asked, “What bad habit do you think is the worst of all bad habits?”
I would have to answer, “A loose tongue.”
A loose tongue is responsible for … 
· More wars started … 
· More marriages ended …
· More families divided …
· More failed businesses …
· More backsliding …
· More broken friendships …
· Than … alcohol … drugs … cursing … combined! 
There’s an Italian Proverb that says, “He who knows little knows enough if he knows how to hold his tongue.”
A Jewish Proverb says, “Loose tongues are worse than wicked hands.”
Finally, a Greek Proverb says, “Nature has given us two ears, two eyes, and but one tongue; to the end we should hear and see more than we speak.”
Look at what the Apostle James said about the tongue …
James 1:26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain.
Think how thousands of acres of forest can be set on fire by a tiny flame! 
The tongue is like this fire. 
It can set on fire the entire course of our existence. 
We humans are able to tame and have tamed all other creatures, wild animals and birds, reptiles and fish … but few are able to tame the tongue. 
The tongue can be evil and uncontrollable … full of deadly poison.
It can give thanks to the Lord … and to curse, lie, gossip, malign, and destroy.
Jesus taught, “No spring of water pours out sweet water and bitter water from the same place.” 
“A fig tree cannot bear olives.”
“A grapevine cannot bear figs.”
Scripture is clear on this … I Peter 2:1 (Living Bible) “So get rid of all evil behavior. Be done with all deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy, and all unkind speech.” 
Jesus Christ is our example … 
· Lying, cursing, hate, gossip, or defaming never crossed his lips. 
· When he was insulted, he did not answer back with an insult. 
· When he suffered, he did not threaten. 
So then a Christian should use their tongue to …
· Praise the Lord!
· Encourage! 
· Speak words of love!
· Speak the truth!
Proverbs 15:4 The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, and his tongue speaks justice.
Psalm 37:30 Truthful lips endure [last] forever, but a lying tongue is just for a moment.
Ask God to help you say the right things …
Psalms 139:4 Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it altogether.
I Peter 3:10 For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile.
Principle Two:
Keep Good Company 
There’s a saying that’s been around forever … “Show me your friends and I'll tell you who you are.”
Another one … “A man is known by the company he keeps.”
Basically, people know what kind of person you are by the company you keep.
Turkish Proverb, “You are only as good as the company you keep.” 
As a pastor, I am highly concerned when I see church people keeping company with the wrong people …
· When a good Christian girl keeps company with a carnal boy. (vice versa)
· When our youth keep company with ungodly youth.
· When a new convert keeps company with a gossip or rebel.
On the other hand, I am thrilled when I see church people keeping company with other Godly people … 
· A Godly girl picks a Godly boy. (vice versa)
· A young man keeps company with and is being mentored by a Godly man.
· A young lady allows a Godly woman to be her example.
· A new convert is befriended by a faithful saint of God.
Some of the ways you know if you are running with the wrong people?
· Your commitment to God is declining.
· You’re being unfaithful to church.
· Your prayer life is waning.
· You don’t worship.
· You’re becoming more critical, rebellious, faultfinding, and generally unruly.
· You’re dishonest with family and friends.  
The company you keep should … 
· Encourage you. (Personally and in your walk with God.)
· Strengthen you. (Personally and in your walk with God.)
· Promote faithfulness. (To family, friends, and most of all to God.)
· Challenge you to do good works. (To be a good person in the community and church and family.)
· Be honest with you. (Right and wrong.)
Principle Three:
Give to the Needy 
You might be amazed at how much the Bible has to say about giving to the needy.
Deuteronomy 15:7 Thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor shut thine hand from thy poor brother.
Psalms 41:1 Blessed is he that considereth the poor.
Psalms 82:3-4 Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy. (4) Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the wicked.
Proverbs 14:21 He that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he.
Proverbs 19:17 He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he hath given will he pay him again.
Proverbs 28:27 He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse.
James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
Hebrews 13:16 (ESV) Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.
Saint Augustine wrote, “What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks like.” 
Martin Luther King said, “Everybody can be great ... because anybody can serve. You don't have to have a college degree to serve. You don't have to make your subject and verb agree to serve. You only need a heart full of grace and a soul generated by love.”   
Edward Hale said, “I am only one, but still I am one. I cannot do everything, but still I can do something; and because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do something I can do.” 
Principle Four:
Take Care Of What You Have
The most important things we have are:
· Faith
· Family
· Friends
The least important things we have:
· Money
· Possessions
· Position
How does one take care of faith?
Let me share three steps you can take that will insure the success of your faith:
· Pray and read your Bible everyday.
Mark Foster said, “Reading is the way you get through the Bible. Prayer is the way you get the Bible through you.”
· Attend church faithfully.
Hebrews 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
· Put God first.
Colossians 1:16-18 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: (17) And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. (18) And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.
How does one take care of family?
Let me share six steps you can take that will insure the success of your family:
· Build your family around God and church.
· Be involved in the life of each member of the family.
· Give your family security, stability, and consistency. 
James 5:12 Let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay.
· Learn to say, “I’m sorry.”
Perhaps the hardest thing I’ve taught tonight.
People don’t easily say, “I’m sorry.”
Admitting that you’ve done something wrong is the first step to self-improvement and trust.
· Be forgiving.
The second hardest things I’ve taught tonight … “Be forgiving.”
Allow the apology … accept it at face value … put it behind you … move forward.
· Practice love and kindness.
Mother Teresa said, “Smile at each other, smile at your wife, smile at your husband, smile at your children, smile at each other – it doesn't matter who it is – smiling will help you to grow up in greater love for each other.” 
How does one take care of friends?
Let me share seven steps you can take that will insure the success of your relationship with friends:
· Start by choosing your friends carefully.
· Don’t “loan” money … “give” if you can … or say no.
The same applies to borrowing from a friend.
· Be honest.  
Keep your word.
Build trust by being trustworthy.
· Treat your friend with respect.
Draw lines … don’t cross them.
· Keep some things private … even from friends!
Idiom, “Familiarity breeds contempt.”
· Be loyal.
· Be positive.
Believe in your friend, even when he/she doesn’t believe in their self, and especially when everyone else quits believing in them. 
Principle Five:
Find The Good In Everyone and Everything
For the most part, we believe that people and things are in reality, as we have perceived them in our minds. 
Which … as you well know … we often create false perceptions of people and things in our own minds.
 
Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, THINK on these things.
Our thinking should lean toward what is … True … Honest … Just … Pure … Lovely … Good Report … Virtue … Praise.
Too often our thinking naturally thinks … Lies … Dishonesty … Unfairness … Conspiracy … Impurity … Ugliness … Negative … Unholy … Degrading.
Jenny Blake said, “I absolutely believe that if we see the best in others, we bring out the best in others – and in ourselves.”
Someone said, “If we treat people as they are, we make them worse. If we treat people as they ought to be, we help them become what they are capable of becoming.”
Principle Six:
Thank God In Everything
I Thessalonians 5:18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.
You may not always be able to thank God FOR every thing …
But we can always thank God IN every thing!
· No matter what we are going through …
· No matter what we’ve lost …
· No matter where we are …
· No matter who has forsaken us …
· No matter how dark the day …
· No matter how painful …
· IN ALL THINGS GIVE THANKS!
No matter what life hands us, it is always right to …
Psalms 100:4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto Him, and bless His name.
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