Separation From The World

Ephesians 4:22-24 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; [23] And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; [24] And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; [26] That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, [27] That he might present it to himself (1) a glorious church, (2) not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; (3) but that it should be holy and without blemish.
2 Corinthians 6:17-18 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, [18] And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.
Philippians 2:15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world.
The life of a Christian is often characterized as being “in the world” but “not of the world.”

Meaning … Though we live in this world; our sense of right and wrong, our morals, our integrity, is not based on the carnality of this world. 

The Word of God has much to say about holiness …
The word “holiness” is in the Bible 43 times … the word “holy” appears in the Bible 611 times.
The American Heritage Dictionary says … Holiness is the state or quality of being holy.
Easton’s Bible Dictionary says … Holiness means to be consecrated to God's service, and conformed in all things to the will of God.

Author and Minister, A. W. Tozer wrote … Holy is the way God is. He is absolutely holy with an infinite, incomprehensible purity that is incapable of being other than it is. Because he is holy, all his attributes are holy; that is, whatever we think of as belonging to God must be thought of as holy. 

The essence of true holiness is conformity to the nature and will of God.

Holiness is simply living that pleases God.

Nowhere does the Bible present holiness as an option …
In fact, the Word of God teaches that holiness is an absolute!

Leviticus 20:7-8 Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God. [8] And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: I am the LORD which sanctify you.

Hebrews 12:14 Holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.
1 Thessalonians 4:7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.
Saying “yes” to God means saying “no” to things that offend His holiness.

I John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

We cannot say that we truly love what is good if we do not also hate what is evil.

ONLY through a holiness lifestyle are we given the opportunity to emulate Christ!

1 Peter 1:15-16 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; [16] Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
This is the only attribute of God that I can strive to emulate in my life.

I cannot be a healer, a deliverer, or a savior … but I can strive to live holy.

Yoshida Kenko, a Japanese poet, said … If you run through the streets, imitating a lunatic, you are in fact a lunatic. If you kill a man, imitating a murderer, you are a murderer. For a man to be a Christian he must imitate Christ.
Christianity is far more than just a profession of your faith … 

You can write “hen-house” on the door, that doesn’t mean there are any chickens inside.

Through the Holy Ghost we have the power to overcome temptation … God does not promise freedom from temptation.

Paul writes to the church at Corinth … He gives them five directives in regard to living a life of separation …

II Corinthians 6:17-7:1 Wherefore (1) come out from among them, and (2) be ye separate, saith the Lord, and (3) touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, [18] And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. [7:1] Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, (4) let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, (5) perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
Christianity is worth little if it doesn't change you!

A real commitment to God will result in a change in every area of our life …
· Actions

· Attitudes

· Lifestyle

· Habits

· Relationships

· Dress

· Outlook

A holy person is not one who cannot sin … A holy person is one who will not sin.

The choice is clear … Either we separate our self from fellowship with the world, or the world will separate us from fellowship with God.

You are either leaving your mark on the world, or the world is leaving its mark on you.

Refusing righteousness and holiness is synonymous with refusing God.

I John 3:10 [NKJV] In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God.
This is a generation that seeks miracles, signs and wonders … The greatest miracle known to man is transformation!

Romans 6:22-23 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. [23] For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
The greatest miracle that God can do today is to take an unholy man out of an unholy world, and make that man holy and put him back into that unholy world and keep him holy in it.

It is a fact of Christian life … The more we're attracted by Christ, the less we'll be attracted by the world.

Fellowship with a holy God will produce holy living.

Living a life of separation is the highest form of Worship!

Psalms 29:2 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
Separation is the highest form of worship … beyond singing, beyond words, beyond demonstration, beyond dancing … 

In fact … I’ve known people who offered words as worship but who never offered their life as worship.

I want to live the way He wants me to live,

I want to give until there’s just no more to give;

I want to love, love till there’s just no more love,

I could never, never out love the Lord.

I Thessalonians 5:22 Abstain from all appearance of evil.

Here’s a good definition of “separation” … If it doesn’t look or feel holy, stay away from it.

I John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God:

If it grieves the Holy Ghost within you … stay away from it.

If it pleases God, it doesn’t matter who it displeases.  If it displeases God, it doesn’t matter who it pleases.
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