Keep The Unity

Ephesians 4:1-6 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, (2) With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; (3) Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (4) There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; (5) One Lord, one faith, one baptism, (6) One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.
This text contains two of the most important and most significant doctrines of the Bible:

The ONENESS of GOD
Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God [is] one LORD.
And, the ONENESS of the CHURCH
The ONLY thing that ever has ... Or ever will STOP revival is a LACK OF UNITY among the people of God.

If you will take the time to search the book of Acts ... read the history of the early Apostolic church ...

There has never been an army ... Government ... False religion ... Or devil that has succeeded in stopping the church!

Historically ... Only disunity among believers has ever effectively stopped the forward thrust of the work of God!

BWC is part of an organization called the UNITED Pentecostal Church!

We have a right to call ourselves PENTECOSTAL.
Our Worship ... Prayer ... Preaching ... And lifestyle is uniquely and distinctly Pentecostal.

We have a right to call ourselves the CHURCH.

Jesus said, “Upon the rock, I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

That rock ... Is the revelation of the mighty God in Christ.

There is a question as to whether we have a right to call ourselves UNITED.

It would be easier to live up to our name if we simply called ourselves “The Church.”

Or even “The Pentecostal Church.”

Having the word “United” in the name of our organization makes it a hard name to live up to.

Sued for false advertisement??????

We don’t all see eye-to-eye.

Mercy Seat … Cherubs

C. H. Spurgeon closed his classic message, Spiritual Awakening, with a powerful prayer:

O God, send us the Holy Spirit! Give us both the breath of spiritual life and the fire of unconquerable zeal. Break down every barrier that hinders the incoming of Your might! Give us now both hearts of flame and tongues of fire to preach Your Word. And You will do this when we are all of one accord, (when we are all together), all believing, all expecting and all prepared by prayer.
Unity was obviously the indispensable factor in the growth of the early Apostolic church:

The day of Pentecost outpouring ... Believers were all with one accord in one place. (Acts 2:1)
Peter preached the foundation message for the Apostolic Church, Acts 2:42-47, All that believed were together.
Acts 4:32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul.
In Apostolic circles, we place a lot of emphasis on a subjects mentioned often in the Scripture... 

Miracle appears 42 times

Holiness = 43


Doctrine = 51

Holy Ghost or Holy Spirit = 96

Worship = 108

Repent = 112

Baptism = 115

House of the Lord = 234

Praise = 248

Love = 310

Pray = 313

Together = 538
I won’t read all 538 ... Listen to a few ...

agreed together


assembled together

banded together


bow down together

builded together


called together

comforted together

consulted together

draw near together

dwell together

exalt Jesus together

fashioned together

flow together



framed together

gather together


give together

grow together


heirs together

joined together


joyful together

knit together



laborers together

live together



planted together

purified together


quickened together

reason together


rejoice together

rest together



sang together

serve together


spring up together

stand together


talk together

tempered together

walk together

yoked together

SOMEDAY ... We will be caught up together!

It is amazing, when you think of it, just how much POWER is gained through UNITY.

Look at the Babylonians in Genesis 11:6 who built a tower into the heavens … 
And the LORD said, Behold, the people is ONE, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now NOTHING will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.
The amazing thing about this text... 

The Babylonians were not following the will of God ...

They were actually trying to lift themselves beyond the reach of God...

Yet ... God Himself said ... 

Because they have UNITY ... 

Because they are ONE …  

NOTHING shall be restrained from them ...
If they can imagine it ... They can do it!

Peanuts cartoon, Lucy demands that Linus do something and then threatens him with her fist if he doesn't. “What makes you think you can walk right in here and take over?” asks Linus. Lucy says, “See these five fingers? Individually they're nothing but when I curl them together like this into a single unit, they form a weapon that is terrible to behold.” “OK, whatever you want,” concedes Linus.  Turning away, he looks at his fingers and says, “Why can't you guys get together like that?”

Paul said in Ephesians 4:3 Endeavoring to keep the unity.
ENDEAVORING is defined as ... “to make a concerted effort toward; an earnest attempt; to (give) diligence to; to labor after.”

UNITY must be WORKED at.
UNITY is not AUTOMATIC.
We have to make a “concerted effort toward” having UNITY among us.

We have to make an “earnest attempt” to be in UNITY.

We have to (give) “diligence to” and “labor after” UNITY.
In verse 2 Paul tells us how UNITY is accomplished…

We accomplish this task by … forbearing one another in love...
Forbearing means to “put up with one another.”

To bear with one another ... 

To endure one another ... 

To tolerate one another!

In Closing…

Exodus 21:22 If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart from her, and yet no mischief follow: he shall be surely punished, according as the woman's husband will lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine.   
The baby is our future … revival!

The husband is God.

The woman is the church … his wife.

You have a right to your opinion ... 

Opinions are like noses, everybody has one. – Zig Ziglar
What you do not have a right to do is to contend for your opinion to the division of the body.
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