I AM BLESSED

2 Sam 7:28-29 “And now, O Lord GOD, thou art that God, and thy words be true, and thou hast promised this goodness unto thy servant: [29] Therefore now let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it may continue for ever before thee: for thou, O Lord GOD, hast spoken it: and with thy blessing let the house of thy servant be blessed for ever.”
It is noteworthy that God’s first act, after creating Adam and Eve, was to bless them. 

[Genesis 1:28] “And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”

Just a few chapters later, immediately after the flood, as Noah and his family were leaving the Ark, God blessed them and said…

[Genesis 9] “And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered. Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things.”

More than ten generations later, came Abraham, and again God blessed him … 

[Genesis 17] “And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly … behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.”

In [Genesis 27] Jacob received the blessing from his father… 

Isaac said, “Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine: Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee: be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee: cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth thee.”

Genesis 32:24-30 graphically illustrates the value Jacob placed on the blessing…  

After wrestling with an angel all night at Peniel, the angel of the Lord commanded, “let me go for the day breaketh.”
Jacob declared … “I will not let thee go except thou bless me.”

Joseph took his sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, stood them before his father Jacob … And Jacob blessed them.

[Genesis 48] “And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto this day, [16] The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.”
God commanded Mosses and Aaron to bless Israel at every assembly…  

They prayed … “The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face to shine on you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance on you, and give you peace.”

Generations later we find King David aggressively pursuing the blessing … 

He prayed, “Therefore now let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it may continue forever before thee: for thou, O Lord God, hast spoken it: and with thy blessing let the house of thy servant be blessed for ever.”

Moving into the Gospels we find Jesus instructing the disciples on HOW they too can have the blessing … 

“Blessed are the meek …”

“Blessed are the poor in spirit …”

“Blessed are the peacemakers …”

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness.”

“Blessed are the merciful…”

“Blessed are the pure in heart …”

Study the Beatitudes … the subject is “The Blessing” 

“Blessed are they that…”

Walk not in the council of the ungodly …

Stand not in the way of sinners … 

Sit not in the seat of the scornful.

Put their trust in God.

Respect not the proud …

Do not turn aside to lies.

Dwell in God’s house.

Have their strength in God.

Are chastened by God.

Fear the Lord. 

Are undefiled in the way.

Keep His testimonies … 

Seek Him with their whole heart.

Will not be offended in me.

Endure temptation.

Continue in truth.

I want God’s blessing upon my life … 

You can burr up and argue about what you “have to do” and “can’t do” if you want… 

You can live on the edge and refuse to submit to God and His Word…

NOT ME!
If this Book says it … I’m going to try to do exactly what God wants me to do!

I want His blessings upon my life!  

There is nothing in my life that I treasure more than His blessing!
My Uncle, Brother Billy Cole, blessed my wife and I when we were newly married … It changed our lives forever.

I first begin to study the significance of the blessing as a young preacher … 

I observed my grandfather, my pastor, as he emphasized the importance of the blessing… 

He practiced blessing the saints …
He stand at the door, or sit in his chair on the platform … and bless the saints.

He would take their children in his arms, pray over them, and bless them.

He would bless their home … marriage … job … business ...

However, he didn’t bless everyone! 

I asked him, “Why do you bless some and not others?” 

He told me … “You cannot bless what God has cursed.”
And … “You cannot bless sin and rebellion.”
Brother T. F. Tenney wrote … “There are some people God cannot bless; He is bound by His Word.  On the other hand, there are people that God cannot refrain from blessing; He is bound by His Word.” 

I have determined to live my life in such a way that God cannot refrain from blessing me!

Have you ever wondered why some people are blessed and others are not?

I have! … I want to know why.

I study blessed men … what are they doing that brings the blessing?

And, I study the lives of men who are obviously not blessed … what are they doing, or not doing, that limits the blessing upon their life?

God is good!

I am blessed!

He shall supply all my need!

No apologies—I want the blessing! 

On my ministry!

On my life!

On my wife and our marriage!

On my daughter!

On my finances!

I desire the blessing …

More than the favor of men.

More than the acceptance of my peers. 

More than material gain.

Study the lives of Esau and Jacob … The most significant difference between them was their desire, or lack of desire, for the blessing.

Esau despised the birthright…

Jacob wanted the birthright more than anything …

To Jacob … the birthright meant more than anything, and he was willing to do anything to have it.

To Esau … the birthright was of no worth … useless … insignificant … of no value … 

Jacob hungered after God … he wanted to enjoy that special place in God the birthright would afford him.

Camels … donkeys … sheep … cattle … tents … servants … land … gold … silver … meant nothing to Jacob.

33 times in the Scripture we read the phrase … “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”
Every time … It should have said, The God of Abraham, Isaac and Esau.
Millions of times every day, Jews all over the world, pray to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob…

They should be saying, The God of Abraham, Isaac and Esau! 

Esau forever lost his place in this highest of all spiritual legacies … Because he did not value the blessing of God!

Over the years I have noted that the proper mindset concerning spiritual principles effect the blessing in my life.

Obedience to the Word of God brings the blessing!

“Come ye out from among…”

“Be ye holy as I am holy …”

“Love not the world, neither…”

“Holiness without which no man…”

“If it pleases God, it doesn’t matter who it displeases.  If it displeases God, it doesn’t matter who it pleases.”

Deut. 11: 26-28 (Living Bible) “I am giving you the choice today between God’s blessing or God’s curse! There will be blessing if you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am giving you today, and a curse if you refuse them …”
An attitude of thanksgiving profoundly affects the level of God’s blessing upon our life.

Jesus cleansed ten lepers in the 17th chapter of Luke’s Gospel ... 

Only one returned to say “Thank you”
Jesus said to him, “Go thy way … thy faith hath made thee whole.”
My giving affects the blessings of God upon my life and family.

We’ve all heard it said, “You cannot out give God.”

Do we believe it?

Does our giving reflect our faith in God; or, a lack of faith in God?

A church member was having trouble with the concept of tithing. One day he revealed his doubts to his minister: "Pastor, I just don't see how I can give 10 percent of my income to the church when I can't even keep on top of our bills." 


   
The pastor replied, "John, if I promise to make up the difference in your bills if you should fall short, do you think you could try tithing for just one month?" 


   
After a moment's pause, John responded, "Sure, if you promise to make up any shortage, I guess I could try tithing for one month." 


   
"Now, what do you think of that," mused the pastor. "You say you'd be willing to put your trust in a mere man like myself' who possesses so little materially, but you couldn't trust your Heavenly Father who owns the whole universe!" The next Sunday, John gave his tithe, and has been doing so faithfully ever since.  

Giving opens heaven’s windows.

Malachi 3:8-11 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. [9] Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. [10] Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. [11] And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.
What is it about “give and it shall be given to you” that some folks don’t seem to understand?

Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

I want to see every worshipper and every family in the church blessed.

Try God … put Him to the test … 
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