Gifts of the Spirit

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; [9] To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; [10] To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:
The Gifts of the Spirit can be divided into three catagories …

Auditory Gifts

Power Gifts

Perceptive Gifts

Auditory Gifts:


Divers kinds of tongues

 
Interpretation of tongues


Prophecy

Power Gifts:


Faith


Gifts of healing


Working of miracles

Perceptive Gifts: (Pastoral Gifts)

Word of wisdom


Word of knowledge


Discerning of spirits

Brief look at each of the nine gifts:

1 Corinthians 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.
Divers kinds of Tongues

Divinely inspired message from God to an individual or group of individuals.

Not to be confused with the tongues that come as the evidence of the infilling of the Holy Ghost.

Interpretation of Tongues

Understanding the message in tongues.

The first two gifts … Tongues and the Interpretation of Tongues … are tied together … the one without the other is meaningless and tends to confusion.  

Interpretation must always follow tongues.

Wait on interpretation.

Prophecy

Declaration of a word from the Lord … through a direct prompting of the Holy Spirit … using a human instrument.

The word prophetes means “to speak before” or “to speak for.”  It refers to one who speaks for God.

Faith

This is not talking about your faith … meaning trust or belief …

This is reference to a special unction that comes from God in the midst of a situation or circumstance where one’s faith needs boosted … strengthened … reinforced. 

Gifts of healing

The only one of the nine that is referred to in the plural … Gift(s) of healing …

It is commonly understood that the gifts (plural) are given to the persons who needs healing … 

Not to a so-called “healer” … or one who claims to have a “healing ministry” … God is the only healer!

Working of Miracles

While healing can take time … healing is a process … A miracle is an immediate work of God.

Healings refer to God’s touch upon the human body … a miracle can take place in any area of the human life … finances … marriage … job … home …

Word of Knowledge

To know … divinely, not by human means.

God given knowledge of a matter.

Word of Wisdom

To know how to respond … to impart divinely inspired wisdom, understanding, direction …

Word of Knowledge and Word of Wisdom (like tongues and interpretation of tongues) work hand-in-hand … one is of little worth without the other.

Discerning of Spirits

“Discernment” … No such gift!

Recognizing the spirit of a person or matter …

Familiar spirits …

Evil spirits … hatred … malice … division … alcohol … drugs … immorality …

1 John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God:
What is the purpose of the operation of the Gifts of the Spirit in the church today?

The basic or foundation “purpose” for the operation of the Gifts of the Spirit is edification …

1 Corinthians 12:7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.
Edification (Holman Bible Dictionary) means “literally building up; encouragement and consolation.”

Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

1 Corinthians 1:5 That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge.
1 Corinthians 14:3-4 But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort. [4] He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.

1 Corinthians 14:26 How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.
The Gifts of the Spirit are for giving direction to an individual … group of individuals … or the collective body of Christ.

Saul (Paul) recounted his encounter with the Holy Ghost in Acts 22:10 And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do.
What are some of the common misunderstandings regarding the operation of the gifts?

Those who operate in the gifts are closer to God than other Christians.

1 Corinthians 13:1-2 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. [2] And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.
Those who operate in the gifts are “spiritual people.”

Remember Balaam’s donkey!

In 1 Corinthians 1:4-7 the Apostle Paul told the saints at Corinth … “I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ; [5] That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge; [6] Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: [7] So that ye come behind in no gift…”
In 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 … written on the same piece of parchment paper … Paul told the same church …

[1] And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. [2] I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. [3] For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?
Those who operate in the gifts don’t need a pastor.  They get their directions straight from God.

1 Corinthians 14:29-33 Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. [30] If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace. [31] For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. [32] And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. [33] For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.
If the Gifts of the Spirit are used properly they will NEVER contradict the Word of God.

Word of God is the final authority in all matters.

Cautions when operating in the Gifts of the Spirit:

UNDERSTAND THIS: If God allows you to know something through the operation of the Gifts of the Spirit it doesn’t automatically mean He wants you to deal with that thing!

Sometimes He allows you to see a disaster so you can avoid it … not plow right into it!

He allows you to see a snake so you go around it.

CAUTION: The gifts of the Spirit should never be used for personal gain or personal aggrandizement!

I visited a church one time where saints who were at odds with each other gave messages in tongues to the whole church rebuking the other person. 

When you say “God said” … you better make sure God did in fact speak to you.

I worry about people who claim to have a one-hour conversation with God everyday.

Don’t cheapen the voice of the Lord by applying His voice to any and every idea or opinion you have.

Review the “other eight” Gifts of the Spirit …

Little known … Little talked about …

1 Corinthians 12:28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.
Its right that you want to be used of God in the operation of the Gifts of the Spirit!

1 Corinthians 12:31 But covet earnestly the best gifts:
1 Corinthians 14:1 Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.
PAGE  
Gifts of the Spirit—Page  6

