Don’t Forget To Forget
Genesis 41:51-52 And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: For God, said he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father's house.  And the name of the second called he Ephraim: For God hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction.
Let’s establish something up front … Offences Will Come! 

Luke 17:1 Then said he unto the disciples, It is inevitable that offences will come… [NASB]
No matter who you are … 

No matter what you have accomplished …

No matter how Fair … Holy … Godly … Pure … Kind … or Christian you are … 
Its inevitable Offenses will come!
To whip this devil called offences … You first have to understand the source of the offense.

Personality Conflict … Some personalities don’t gel.

Someone’s Having A Bad Day … Ask yourself …

· Is the offender normally or usually a mean spirited person?  

· Does the offender have a sharp tongue?

· Are there outside influences or circumstances affecting the offender? 

· Is the offender going through something that causes him/her to be offensive?

Many habitually offensive people suffer from low self-esteem … 

· They can’t lift themselves up, so they bring everyone else down.

· Their desire is to make you “not so good” … so compared to you “I’m not so bad.”
The Proper Response to an offense.

Some offences are not intentional … 
Some are! 

Offences cause pain … whether intentional or not.

But … the ONLY offences that can cause PERMANENT damage are those that are allowed to fester … 

Offenses allowed to marinate ALWAYS turn into a root of bitterness.

We don’t have control over what other people do or say to us … 

But we do have control over how we respond.

Our response determines the extent of the effect the offence will have on our life. 

When you allow an offender to cause you to change your attitude … actions … who you are … You have given them power over you.

Evidently, someone had gotten on Simon Peter’s last nerve in… 
Matthew 18:21-22 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto THEE, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.
Evidently, Peter had had enough!

He thought … I have already turned my cheek seven times … Now it is time to let somebody have it!

The Lord said … Hold on Pete! … “for you it’s 70 times 7” … 490 times … in ONE day!

It is not in our nature to be overly forgiving … 

Human nature wants to get even! 

I don’t get mad, I get even.

Never does the human soul appear so strong as when it foregoes revenge and dares to forgive an injury.—[Edwin Chapin]
Doing an injury puts you below your enemy; revenging one makes you even with him; forgiving it sets you above him.  

Joseph suffered much at the hands of his own brethren.

Joseph’s father loved him … made him a coat of many colors …

Caused his brothers to be jealous and hatful toward Joseph … 

Joseph’s Father sent him to check on his brothers …

When his brothers saw him coming they begin to conspire to kill him …

Reuben persuaded them not to shed blood … So, they beat him and threw him into a pit … intending to leave him to die … 

Along came their most bitter enemies … the Ishmeelites … So Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery to their enemies …

The brothers killed a goat and dipped his coat of many colors in it … Took the coat to his father and made him believe that Joseph was dead …

Joseph was cast into prison in Egypt …

Worked as a slave in Potipher’s house …

Lied on by Potipher’s wife …

Back to prison …

Joseph had every right and reason to be BITTER … ANGRY … filled with HATRED … and vow REVENGE …

Yet, he refused to allow the unfair actions of his brothers to control his attitude …

He was ultimately exalted by the Pharaoh …

He marries an Egyptian woman … They have a son …
Genesis 41:51 And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: for God, said he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father's house.  

The story doesn’t end there …

A second son is born …

And the name of the second called he Ephraim: For God Hath Caused Me To Be Fruitful in the land of my affliction.

In order for you to be fruitful—blessed … You must forgive and put past offences behind you … 

Forgiveness is man's deepest need and highest achievement.

Joseph’s plan-of-action … Forgive and Forget—Put it behind you!
Hold on preacher … I can forgive, but I can’t forget.

For God, said he, hath made me forget
Those who say they will forgive but can't forget, bury the hatchet, but they leave the handle out for future use.—[Dwight L. Moody]
Now, I fully understand that we cannot ever totally forget a wrong … 
But we can put it out of our mind … not dwell on the offense … to the point that we don’t dwell on it and allow that past offense to control your life.
Life lived without forgiveness becomes a prison.

Be careful that you don’t fall into the devil’s trap!

Cause you to hold on to past offenses … 

Constantly dwelling on the negatives … 

Allowing those hurts and pains to fester.

If he can cause you to relive your painful past … he can steal your healthy future.

His goal is to deprive you of a happy and healthy relationship with family and friends…  

To destroy your relationship with God…

As we practice the work of forgiveness we discover more and more that forgiveness and healing are one. – Agnes Sanford
Only one petition in the Lord's Prayer has any condition attached to it. It is the petition for forgiveness.

Matthew 6:9-13 Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. [10] Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. [11] Give us this day our daily bread. [12] And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. [13] And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.  
Many Christians believe and preach that there is but one sin for which there is no forgiveness…

Not so … Mark 11 introduces us to a second sin for which there is no forgiveness:

The first unforgivable sin of course is … Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (Matt. 12:32; Mark 3:29; Luke 12:10). 

The second is found in Mark 11:25-26 … And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.  But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.
Jesus tells the parable of the man who owed 10,000 talents … His creditor ordered he be sold as a slave, along with his wife and children, to pay the debt …

He went to his creditor and begged forgiveness … His lord was moved with compassion and forgave the debt … all 10,000 talents [A talent was 6,000 denarii or about a thousand dollars … ten thousand times this is about ten or twelve million dollars.]
The same man went out into the street and found a man who owed him only 100 pence … [about $20].

That man begged forgiveness too … But the man who had been forgiven 10,000 talents refused to forgive … and had his debtor cast into prison.

When the creditor who had forgiven much heard what had transpired …

Matthew 18:32-35 Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: [33] Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? [34] And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. [35] So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.
[Vs 34] is the scary part of this story … Because this debtor refused to forgive another’s debt … His lord Put Back On Him All That He Had Previously Forgiven … That is SCARY!
Forgiveness is not always easy … 

But you don’t have a choice … 

If someone ask you to forgive them … you must!

God’s Promise

Joseph forgave his offenders … God blessed Joseph!

Luke 6:37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:
In every situation and circumstance … the good, the bad, and the ugly … we MUST strive to be like our Lord.

Lamentations 3:22-23 It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.
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