Buy the Truth, and
Sell It Not!

Proverbs 23:23 [KJV] Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding.
The admonition of the wise man, Solomon, is to “Buy the truth, and sell it not.” 

John Huss, 14th century martyr, said; “Seek the Truth; Listen to the Truth; Teach the Truth; Love the Truth; Abide by the Truth; and, Defend the Truth … unto death.”
The messages and catch phrases heard in the pulpits of America today are …

· We’re not judgmental.

· We allow people to live for God according to the dictates of their own heart.

· We don’t preach a divisive message.

One mainline denomination, which advocates gay marriage and gays in the ministry, recently adopted as their motto “Open hearts. Open minds, Open Doors”

Truth may not be important to some churches—But don’t you ever believe that Truth is no longer important to God.

The word Truth appears in your KJV Bible 211 times … 

· Worship God in Truth.

· Serve God in Truth.

· Walk before God in Truth.

· Esteem Truth as inestimable.

· Love Truth.

· Rejoice in Truth.

· Execute judgment with Truth.

· Meditate upon Truth.

· Bind Truth about thy neck.

· Write Truth on the tables of the heart.

· Speak Truth.

· Teach in Truth.

· Be men of Truth.

On the other hand, the Bible goes on to say—“The wicked …

· Are destitute of Truth.

· Speak not Truth.

· Uphold not Truth.

· Plead not for Truth.

· Are not valiant for Truth.

· Are punished for want of truth.

The wise man Solomon admonishes … “Buy the Truth, and sell it not.”
It is a fact of life—Those things that cost us the most hold the most meaning.

Revolutionary war journalist, Thomas Paine, wrote, “What we obtain too easily, we value too lightly; it is the cost that gives value.”

A man put a sign in front of his auto repair shop: “Beware of bargains in life rafts, brain surgery, parachutes, and auto repairs.” 

Comedian Jeff Foxworthy said, “I saw a billboard advertising the cheapest Lasik surgery in town.” He went on to say, “If you’re going to operate on my eyeballs—I don’t want the cheapest!  I want someone who is going to take a little pride in their work.  I don’t want to be walking around holding on to a German Shepherd seeing-eye-dog saying, ‘I saved a bundle on my Lasik surgery’.”
There are truly some points in life at which a bargain is simply not good enough.

I don’t want to come across mean-spirited; but we are truly living in the day of bargain basement religion—with their … 

· Counterfeit Commitment

· Deficient Dedication

· Profiteering Preachers

· Socialized Services

· Watered-down Doctrine

· Compromised Truth

A brief look at the so-called religious movement begs three questions … 

· Is anything sacred?

· Are there any absolutes?

· Is everything for sale?

Jesus told a parable in the 13th chapter of Matthew’s Gospel … 

44-46 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. [45] Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: [46] Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.

The “treasure” is Truth … 

Jesus fixed value to the treasure; He said…

· When you find the treasure …

· Sell all that you have …

· Buy the treasure …

Proverbs 23:23 [The Message] Buy truth—don’t sell it for love or money;
Paul defines the value and placement of truth with clarity in II Corinthians 4:6-7 

For God, who commanded the light [Truth] to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light [Truth] of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. [7] But we have this treasure [Truth] in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.
To be a possessor of Truth … even more so, a preacher of Truth … is the highest calling on earth.

The Truth you have inside of you …

· Not to be watered down

· Not to be ignored

· Not to be compromised

· Not for sale

Polycarp, the Bishop of Smyrna, was burned at the stake for preaching the Truth.  Three times they offered him the opportunity to recant and escape martyrdom.  He said, “Eighty and six years have I served Him and He has never failed me one time.  How can I fail Him now.”

Some of us didn’t have to “buy the truth” … in a sense, we inherited it.

Grandfather … Uncle … Mother … I have a rich heritage.

I inherited the truth from them … I may, or may not have, known the full value of this truth when I first received it.

Esau, being the older brother, inherited the birthright from his father Isaac … With the birthright he received [1] his father’s wealth, [2] the physical leadership of his tribe, and [3] an inherent spiritual relationship with God.

“He despised the birthright” and sold it to his brother Jacob for a bowl of porridge.

That word “despised” means … it was of no value.

The Message … Esau shrugged off his rights as the firstborn.
Contemporary English … Esau finished eating and drinking, he just got up and left, showing how little he thought of his rights.

New Century Version … Esau showed how little he cared about his rights as the first born son.
To continue the relationship his father and grandfather had with God obviously didn’t mean anything to him.

If you were born into the Truth, and didn’t have to “buy” it (sacrifice for it) … be very careful that you don’t undervalue that which has been handed to you.

The true value of some things is not known until they are lost.

No matter who goes back on Truth; or who waters down Truth; or who has open disdain for Truth … God’s Truth will stand! 

Truth will always, and in all circumstances, be Truth!

Truth doesn’t need you or I to believe it to be Truth.

The Truth does not vary just because men forget it or ignore it.

There is no power on earth more formidable than Truth.

Truth never changes.

Truth stands on it’s own.

Truth is Truth whether anyone believes it or no one believes it.

Truth was Truth before you found it … it will still be Truth even if you walk away from it.

Absolute Truth in indestructible … and, being indestructible it is eternal … and, being eternal, it is self-existent … and, being self-existent, it is infinite … and, being infinite, it is supernatural and divine.

Winston Churchill said, “Truth is incontrovertible. Panic may resent it; ignorance may deride it; malice may distort it; but there it is.”
Jesus said in Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.

Truth is ABSOLUTE.

Truth is UNMITIGATED.

Truth cannot be diminished or moderated by anyone or anything.

Truth is INVARIANT.

Truth never changes.

Truth is constant. 

Two plus two always equals four. Never 3.9 or 4.1.

Truth stands on its’ own.

Truth remains when everything around it has crumbled.

Truth needs no one to agree with it for it to be Truth.

In the 21st chapter of I Kings … Naboth is faced with the most difficult decision of his lifetime … 

Whether he should sell his vineyard to wicked King Ahab and his immoral wife Jezebel … Or, to refuse to sell his vineyard, which was given him as an inheritance?

By selling the vineyard he would become rich … favored … and would stay alive!

Refusing to sell-out was certain death. 

Note the words of Naboth in I Kings 21:

2-3 And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto my house: and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money. [3] And Naboth said to Ahab, The LORD forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee.
The church … in many ways … is at the same kind of crossroads Naboth found himself at. 

Pressure is being brought to bare from every side to compromise … let down … back up … fit in … 

To give in would be the easier route …

To fit in with the rest of the religious world would mean less pressure on family … friends … local congregations and denominations.

What we have is a spiritual inheritance.

· Are we going to sell-out?

· Are we going to compromise?

· Or, are we going to hold-on-to and protect our inheritance?

Proverbs 23:23 [New Century Version] Learn the truth and never reject it.
My inheritance is not for sale!

I’m not turning my back on the Truth for anyone!

I believe in revival AND truth.

It would seem that some people find these two elements to be mutually exclusive.

I read the following six thought provoking statements in a popular church growth newsletter:

· Some churches preach the truth but are not growing.
· Some churches are growing but don’t preach the truth.
· Some churches use growth as an excuse for not preaching the truth.
· Some churches use truth as an excuse for not growing.
· Some churches do not preach the truth and they are not growing.
· Some churches preach the truth and they are growing.
Get passionate about growing your church.

Allow new growth ideas to stretch your mind and concepts.

Modify your methods if they are not working.

BUT … While we are desperately and passionately reaching for the lost with one hand … I am challenging every minister and member to keep a death grip on truth with the other hand!

In Closing:

The future of the United Pentecostal Church is bright.

I know some, even in our own district, have watered down the message … and some have walked away from the Truth.

HEAR ME … for everyone that backs up, or walks away, God sends ten new ones.

We’ve added 22 new ministers since District Conference 2006!

The young men God is raising up amongst us have this Truth down in their heart … they are sold out to Truth!

Chad Douglas

Bucky Bailey

Gary Pierson 
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