Bridle the Idle
(Labor Day:  The Need of Laborers)

Matt 20: 6  And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle?  7  They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive.

      We understand according to Genesis… Hard work is part of the curse!

Gen 3: 18  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;  19  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

· Ever since then… Men have been trying to get out of work! 

A man by the name of Bill Gold said it like this:   “I’ve met a few people in my time who were enthusiastic about hard work. And it was just my luck that all of them happened to be men I was working for at the time.”

Over time God changed the nature of work into a source of DIGNITY.
There is DIGNITY in almost all kinds of work. (being good at what you do)

LAITY LODGE commercials = “the high calling of our daily work”

The NT strongly confirms this thinking…

Gal 6:3  For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.  4  But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.  5  For every man shall bear his own burden.

2 Thes 3: 10  For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.  11  For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.  12  Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.
13  But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.

But we in fact DO get very weary from work… We need times of REST.
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But we are not supposed to rest AT work. 
5 Things to Say If Caught Napping at Your Desk… 

• They told me at the blood bank this might happen.
• This is just a 15 minute power-nap like they raved about in 
     that time management course you sent me to.
• Man! Why did you interrupt me? I almost figured out a 
         solution to our company’s biggest problem.
• Someone must’ve put decaf in the wrong pot...
•  My personal favorite.... in Jesus’ name. Amen! 

When John F. Kennedy was campaigning for the presidency in the late 50’s, he visited a coal mine in West Virginia. 

One coal miner said, “Mr. Kennedy, is it true that you’re the son of one of the wealthiest men in America?” Kennedy said, “yes, it is.”
The man said, “Mr. Kennedy, is it true that you’ve never really wanted for anything in your life?” Kennedy said, “Well, I guess so.”
The man said, “Mr. Kennedy, is it true that you’ve never done a hard day’s work in all of your life?” Kennedy nodded in agreement.

The coal miner then said, “Mr. Kennedy, I want to tell you something, 
Sir - YOU HAVEN’T MISSED A THING!”  

· This is Labor Day weekend…  Like most American Holidays… 
· It means sales… crowded stores… Backed up tunnel traffic!
· Marks the “unofficial” end of summer… Back to School.
· It is indeed a WORTHY holiday and deserving of our esteem.

But to be brutally honest… When you study the history of the holiday 
      it REALLY started as an appeasement to LABOR UNIONS. 

Historically known as THE PULLMAN STRIKE. - In 1894
		                                             (SEE POWER POINT PIC )
· It was a nationwide conflict between labor unions and railroads.
· The conflict began in the town of Pullman, Illinois on May 11 when approximately 3,000 employees of the Pullman Palace Car Company began a wildcat strike in response to recent reductions in wages, bringing traffic west of Chicago to a halt.
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· The American Railway Union, the nation's first industry-wide union, subsequently became embroiled in what The New York Times  described as "a struggle between the greatest and most important labor organization and the entire railroad capital" that involved some 250,000 workers in 27 states at its peak
· President Grover Cleveland ordered federal troops to Chicago to end the strike, causing debate within his own cabinet about whether the President had the constitutional authority to do so. The conflict peaked on July 6, shortly after the troops' arrival in the city, and ended several days later.  (This had huge political impact)

President Cleveland KNOWING the voting block of unions MOVED quickly within days to initiate the Holiday known as “Labor Day” to put salve in the wound.  So Labor Day became a national holiday in 1894.

SIDE BAR:  The head of the union was a man named DEBS.
	    He was not a socialist until reading Karl Marx in jail.
 After his release in 1895, he became the leading socialist figure in America. He ran for President for the first of five times in 1900.

NOTE: Christianity is not socialism! Bible does not teach socialism.
	
It is true… Acts 2: 44  And all that believed were together, and had all things common;  45  And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.  (BY CHOICE OF FAITH)
46  And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,  47  Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

THAT is what can happen when God’s people get on the same page!
But I do NOT need a government strong arming & taking my stuff.
All over the globe… Christianity is a natural enemy of Communism.

Personally… I am not a fan of labor unions… Like many things...
            (they can be good or bad)  Unions have been BOTH
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I grew up in suburban Phila… (very strong union area)
· Seen the excesses… (even stupidity)=(Gen Conf Microphone)
· Franny – (They didn’t use power tools – because paid hourly)
· The corruption of unions is legendary & w/o dispute.
· My opinion is that modern unions have outlived their purpose.
·  They tend to protect lazy or under productive workers.
· They keep exceptional workers limited by pay contracts.
· They have supported extreme liberal & unbiblical politics.
· Have created a strangle hold on some industries & have helped drive companies into the ground & chased others away.
· I have NEVER been in a union & never felt the need to have union assistance in my personal success…  HAVING SAID THAT… 

I am well aware that historically they have done a GREAT SERVICE AND VALUE to our country in times past. They sprang up due to injustices.
	          THE 40 HOUR WORK WEEK WAS A UNION IDEA.

STEVE BURTON:  “You make a living working 40 hours a week… 
                                      You build wealth working 50-60 per week” 

I agree… but there was a time in America when you did work all those hours BUT COULD NOT GET AHEAD due to poor conditions. 
 	OLD FOLK SONG: “Sold my souls to the company store”
And Unions… Thankfully helped Break that…
	Paved the way for the American Middle Class.

EXAMPLE:  During the middle 1800’s there was a popular set of rules for the office that showed up in one form or another across the nation. 
They all resembled something like these which were posted in Zachary Geiger’s establishment:   (ACTUAL LIST)

1. Office employees will daily sweep the floors, dust the furniture, and showcases. Each day they must fill lamps, clean chimneys, turn wicks
2. Windows must be washed once a week.
3. Each clerk will bring in a bucket of water and a scuttle of coal for the day’s business.
4. Make your pens carefully. You may whittle your nibs to your individual taste.
5. This office will open at 7:00 am and close at 9:00 p.m. daily, except on Sunday, on which day it will remain closed. Each employee is 
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expected to spend Sunday by attending church and contributing liberally to the cause of the Lord.
6. Men employees will be given an evening off each week for courting purposes, or 2 evenings a week if they go regularly to church.
7. After an employee has spent 13 hours of labor in the office, he should spend the rest of his time reading the Bible any other good books while contemplating the glories and building up of the kingdom.
8. Every employee should lay aside, from each pay, a goodly sum of his earning, so that he will not become a burden upon the charity of his betters.
9. The employee who has performed his labors faithfully and without fault for a period of 5 years 
in my service, and who had been thrifty and attentive to his religious duties, is looked upon by his fellowmen as a substantial and law-abiding citizen, will be given an increase of 5 cents per day in his pay providing a just return in profits from the business permits it.

SO:  How many of you would enjoy having a job like that? 
          Can you imagine working under those conditions?
                  HOW WOULD YOU EVER GET AHEAD???

 So Unions have indeed helped create the middle class in America and 
       helped counter GREED and GRAFT and those who took advantage.

But we have to find a BALANCE…    Now we swung the opposite! 

SHOW CLIP:   “The Millennial are Coming” – 60 Mins – aired Nov 2007

BILL GATES book Business @ The Speed of Thought, he lays out 11 rules that students do not learn in high school or college, but should. 

He argues that our feel-good, politically correct teachings have created a generation of kids with no concept of reality who are set up for failure in the real world.
RULE 1 - Life is not fair; get used to it. 
RULE 2 - The world won’t care about your self-esteem. The world will expect you to accomplish something BEFORE you feel good about yourself. 
RULE 3 - You will NOT make 40 thousand dollars a year right out of high school. You won’t be a vice-president with a car phone, until you earn both a high school and college degree. 
RULE 4 - If you think your teacher is tough, wait till you get a boss. He doesn’t have tenure. 
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RULE 5- Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity. Your grandparents had a different word for burger-flipping;they called it opportunity. 
RULE 6 - If you mess up, it’s not your parents’ fault, so don’t whine about your mistakes; learn from them. 
RULE 7 - Before you were born, your parents weren’t as boring as they are now. They got that way from paying your bills; cleaning your clothes and listening to you talk about how cool you are. So before you save the rain forest from the parasites of your parents’ generation, try "delousing" the clothes in your own room. 
RULE 8 - Your school may have done away with winners and losers, but life has not. In some schools they have abolished failing grades; they will let you try as many times as you want to get the right answer. This doesn’t bear the slightest resemblance to ANYTHING in real life. 
RULE 9 - Life is not divided into semesters. You don’t get summers off and very few employers are interested in helping you find yourself. Do that on your own time. 
RULE 10 - Television is NOT real life. In real life people actually have to leave the coffee shop to go to their jobs.
RULE 11 - Be nice to nerds. Chances are you’ll end up working for one. 

IF WE ARE NOT CAREFUL… We bring this into the church.  
The Lord is looking for laborers in HIS vineyard!

Matt 20:1  For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard.  2  And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard.  3  And he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the marketplace,  4  And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went their way.  5  Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise.  6  And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle?  7  They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive.
	
This is about the kingdom… Jesus desire is to BRIDLE THE IDLE

WE SING:  Jesus use me… Lord don’t refuse me… Surely there’s a work.
		I tell you SURELY there IS a work!
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Every joint is to be a supply… Every member has a purpose!

Here is the shocker…
Rev 20:12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.  13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.
		Finding a WORK for God is no small matter!
Jesus said it…

John 9: 4  I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: 
the night cometh, when no man can work.

I Must work… Night is falling… We have entered into the End time!
	
*** Often during the most intense spiritual times…. Slumber wants us!
	**** Could you not pray with me one hour? ***
	
There is a spirit of IDLENESS working on our minds…
NO NEED FOR ME TO SACRIFICE… PLENTY OF OTHERS TO WORK
	This is a fairly new problem at NAC  - But we need help.
		*** WE NEED QUALIFIED LABOR ***

Well what are we gonna get paid?  Hey… Our God is absolutely fair… 

Matt 20: 8  So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first.  9  And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny.  10  But when the first came, they supposed that they should have received more; and they likewise received every man a penny.  11  And when they had received it, they murmured against the goodman of the house,  12  Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of the day.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]		Hey that is fair right?  What say you boss man?
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13  But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a penny?  14  Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee.  15  Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good?  16  So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.

*** The kingdom of God is NOT a unionized operation! 
	There is NO union protection. We stand before God.

The REASON Jesus doesn’t need a union IS because He is fair!
	He was not mistreating the first… He was blessing the last!
		(symbolic of OT / NT – The end time revival)

*** We must get all the pay issues out of our head… TRUST HIM!
	CLEANSE OUR MOTIVES… RE-PRIORITIZE OUR LIFE

After a long grueling career… The Apostle Paul said…

2 Tim 4: 6  For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.  7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:  8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
          WE MUST RESTORE THE HONOR TO SERVE!  

How is your work ethic?  Have you been idle? 
	We all need to rest… But you must RE-ENGAGE.

The Purpose of a Bridle… Is to bring something under control. (horse)
The Spirit of the Lord is here today… With a Bridle…

Are you willing to work for him?  Are you willing to SERVE?
	OR IS IT JUST ABOUT YOUR COMFORT?

  We need helpers… WHATEVER HAS IDLED YOU… overcome it!
	
9-5-2010 NAC (Sun/AM)		
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