Boundaries

Proverbs 22:28 Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set.
The word “Boundary” (Oxford American Dictionary) … “A line that marks the limits; something that indicates or fixes a limit or extent; a dividing line.”
Basically, a boundary is a line. 
It can define where someone's property ends and where someone else's begins.
It can define a limit one has set.

Psychologists use the word “boundaries” to explain and correct a huge range of human behavior. 
There are other words and phrases you might here around the church that are synonymous with the word boundaries… 

· Landmark (in our text)

· Standards

· Lines of separation

Lines, separation, standards, boundaries are all prevalent topics in scripture …

Proverbs 22:28 Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set.
II Corinthians 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.
Proverbs 4:23 Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of life. 

Your and my relationship with God should be the most important relationship in our life.

Living a life pleasing to God should be more important to us than any other accomplishment in life.

We should place higher value on walking with God than any other possession or position in life.

Those who are successful in their walk with God are those who work at developing, cultivating, and guarding that relationship.

We are to take constant, diligent ownership, and stewardship over our souls, and be careful what is going on there.
It seems to be a popular message today in some religious circles to ignore the boundaries … or lines of separation from the world.
Some even go as far as to preach and teach against setting boundaries …

Can you imagine living in a world without boundaries?

Try playing a simple game while ignoring the rules … impossible.

· Football, baseball, basketball, soccer, or monopoly … all have boundaries … lines of separation … rules.

Try driving to work tomorrow without boundaries … rules … lines of separation … it would be impossible … the world’s largest traffic jam would occur.
Hold on to your hat … 

I’ve been preaching full time for nearly 32 years … I’ve observed a few things over the years …

Spirituality won’t keep you from falling into sin … or falling out of favor with God.

Worship won’t keep you from falling into sin …

Prayer won’t keep you from falling into  sin …

Talent & Ability won’t keep you from falling into sin …

Anointing won’t keep you from falling into sin …

After 32 years of preaching and teaching the Word of God I have found that it is the boundaries we set and keep that protects us from falling into sin.

The Word of God provides us very clear boundaries … rules … lines of separation … to give direction to the Christian life.

The boundaries outlined in the Bible help us to keep in check things like:
· Feelings
· Attitudes
· Behaviors
· Habits

· Choices
· Limits
· Talents
· Thoughts
· Desires
· Relationships
I’m going to illustrate for you the purpose of Bible Boundaries …

Remember … my most prize possession is my relationship with God.

Holiness is a matter of the heart.

The most accurate definition of holiness that I can give to you is “the depth of my love and devotion to God.”

My holiness walk with God … the depth of my love for Him … is the most prized possession on earth.

I must protect my walk with Him at ALL COST!

Here is where boundaries come in.

Psalms 101:2 I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes.
Isaiah 5:11 Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame them! 
James 3:10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.

Hebrews 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

1 Thess. 5:22 Abstain from all appearance of evil.

1 Corinthians 6:18 Flee fornication.
Titus 3:10 A man that is an heretic after the first and second admonition reject.
1 John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
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