SERIES

What Does The Bible Say?

Bible Salvation

By Pastor Jack Cunningham

Normally, I would use scripture, quote authors and other authorities, bring in history, and use present day example to build a Bible study.

Not this evening. I will bring you only scripture in this very important study of BIBLE SALVATION.
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
There seems to be a common misconception in the religious world today that everyone worships the same God and all roads lead to the same place—Heaven.  
However, Jesus Christ said something very different.  
He said that He was the only way to heaven … He said it at least 7 times:

(1)
John 3:14-15 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: (15) That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
(2)
John 6:51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.
(3)

John 8:24 For if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.
(4)
John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
(5)
Matthew 10:33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.

(6)
John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
(7)
Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

So, all roads/religions do not lead to heaven.
The Bible implicitly teaches, repeatedly, that there is ONE way of salvation … 

Ephesians 4:5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism.
Matthew 7:13-14 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: (14) Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.
Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

John 10:9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.
Acts 2:38 is the bedrock verse when teaching Bible Salvation … why?

Let’s take a close look at this very important verse … 

“Then Peter said unto them…”

Why was Simon Peter the speaker on this occasion?

The question had just been asked, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”

Why did Peter step forward with the answer?

To answer these questions, we have to go back to Matthew 16 …
(13) When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? (14) And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. (15) He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? (16) And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. (17) And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. (18) And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (19) And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Back to Acts 2:38…
What did Peter, who had the keys to the kingdom, tell them to do?

Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

So, in Acts 2:38 we find that there are three parts to BIBLE SALVATION … 

Repentance … Water Baptism … Infilling of the Holy Spirit

This pattern is found throughout the scripture.

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation.

The GOSPEL is the death … burial … and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

· Repentance represents His death. Repentance is dying out to our old nature.

· Water Baptism represents His burial. “We are buried with Him in Baptism.” (Rom. 6:4)

· Spirit Baptism represents His resurrection.

Acts 8 is the Biblical account of the conversion of the Samaritans…

(14) Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: (15) Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: (16) (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) (17) Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.

Acts 10 is the Biblical account of the salvation of the house of Cornelius …

(1) There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band, (2) A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. (3) He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. (4) And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. (5) And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: (6) He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do.

(33) Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God.
(44) While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. (45) And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. (46) For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, (47) Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? (48) And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. 
Acts 19 is the Biblical account of the RE-conversion of some disciples of John the Baptist…
(1) And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, (2) He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. (3) And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. (4) Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. (5) When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. (6) And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.
The pattern is clear in each of these accounts of Bible salvation … Repentance, water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, and the infilling of the Holy Ghost.

Someone might say, but I have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, isn’t that enough?

It is a good first step … but it’s not full Bible salvation.

Ephesians 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.
Mark 16:16 He that believeth AND is baptized SHALL BE saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
Contrary to how some have interpreted that verse, it does not say “He that believeth and is SAVED shall be baptized.”
Others have mistakenly believed that they are saved by grace alone … without going on to obey Bible salvation.

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.
Grace is the unmerited favor of God.

It is His grace that allows us to partake of this great salvation.

If it wasn’t for the grace of God none of us would ever merit His death, burial, and resurrection.

Grace is God giving us what we don’t deserve.

Mercy is God NOT giving us what we do deserve.
Paul wrote in Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men.

Let’s look at the reoccurring elements of Bible salvation …

REPENTANCE

2 Corinthians 7:10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation.
Luke 13:3 Jesus said, “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”
In Luke 24:47 Jesus said, “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”
Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.
WATER BAPTISM

Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
Colossians 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.
Mark 16:16 He that believeth AND is baptized SHALL BE saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
1 Peter 3:21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us.
John 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

Water baptism must be administered in the NAME OF JESUS!

In Luke 24:47 Jesus said, “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name…”
Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Acts 8:16 (Samaritans) (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)
Acts 10:48 (Cornelius’ house) And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. 
Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
SPIRIT BAPTISM

Joel 2:28-29 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: (29) And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.

Acts 2:16-17 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; (17) And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh:
John 7:38-39 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (39) (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)
Isaiah 28:10-12 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: (11) For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. (12) To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.

IN CLOSING:
Hebrews 2:3-4 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; (4) God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?

