November 2012

Believers Who Don't Believe
Matthew 24:36-44 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. [37] But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. [38] For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, [39] And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. [40] Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. [41] Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. [42] Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. [43] But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. [44] Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.
I know this church and I know what we believe... 
We strongly believe the doctrine of … 
· One God
· Acts 2:38
· Creation
· Power of God
· The church 
· Holy Living
There is a dangerous trend taking root in the religious world … 
It's a trend that concerns me deeply …
There are churches, ministries, and believers who no longer believe in ...
· The second coming of Jesus Christ. 
· A place called Hell.
Hebrews 9:27-28 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: (28) So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.
Just as sure as the sun rose this morning ... the second coming of Christ ... and the judgment ... will be a reality!
Jesus is coming again!
The signs point to the soon-coming of Christ!
·  Middle East
·  Hamas
·  Hezbollah
·  Iran with Nuclear Weapons
·  Egypt President—Muslim Brotherhood
·  Afghanistan
·  Iraq
·  North Korea with Nuclear Weapons
·  Pakistan with Nuclear Weapons (could possibly fall into the hands of Taliban)
·  Collapse of economies (Greece, etc.)
·  United Nations pushing for World Court, World Military, World Currency, etc.
·  Famines, earthquakes, pestilence ...
Do you really believe that Jesus is coming again?
Do you look forward to the coming of the Lord?
Do you pray for Him to come quickly?
Are you living like you believe He’s coming again?
There's an old adage that says … “Actions speak louder than our words!”
If that adage is true ... 
·  Our actions say we don't believe He's coming again!
·  Many believers don't believe He's coming soon.
·  Many believers act is if they no longer believe in eternity. 
·  Many believers don't believe in a heaven to gain and a hell to shun. 
We may say ... "I believe."
We may even shout when the preacher preaches about the coming of The Lord.
But our actions simply don't match our words! 
I am convinced... 
If we really believe in the coming of the Lord ... 
· We’ll look for His return every day!
· We’ll live every day as if He is coming today!
· We’ll tell every person who’ll listen that Jesus is coming!
· We won't care what other people think about us!
· We’ll earnestly contend for the Truth!
· We'll ignore social and cultural fads!
· We'll act and react Scripturally!
· We’ll give more earnest heed to the doctrines of submission ... unity ... prayer & fasting ... and faithfulness!

(I am convinced that if we really 



believed Jesus is coming soon we'd 

stop the foolishness that causes 



division in the body.)
· We'd give ourselves unreservedly to the work of God!
· And most importantly, we'd win the lost at any cost!
Satan is lulling the church to sleep.
· He wants you to loose site of heaven.
· He wants you to forget about the sound of a trumpet.
· He wants you to ignore the signs of the end time.
· He wants you to become numb to sin and the consequences of sin.
· He wants you to love this world more than you love the world to come.
Church … We better wake up!
Jesus is coming!
He’s coming for a church that is looking for His return.
He’s coming for a church that’s ready to meet Him.
He’s coming for a church that’s hard at work for Him.
The Apostle Paul was certain of it…
I Corinthians 15:52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet SHALL sound, and the dead SHALL be raised incorruptible, and we SHALL be changed.
It’s settled in heaven … Jesus is coming!
The signs point to it … Jesus is coming!
The church better embrace it … Jesus is coming!
Many so-called believers no longer believe in Hell!
One male and one female, both very popular television preachers and authors, have recently declared, “There is no hell!”
· Certainly, not because the Bible has changed its message.
· Not because God has changed His mind.
· But because Hell is an outdated concept and an inconvenient doctrine!
Reader’s Digest reported the findings of a survey conducted among 10,000 seminary students (preachers of tomorrow):
· Only 11% of those surveyed believe in a literal heaven.
· Only 6% believe in a literal hell.
The indifference IN THE CHURCH concerning Hell is a trick of the enemy.
If Satan can convince the church “there is no hell” he will successfully move the church away from the urgency of reaching a lost world.
If the modern-day church learns to put Hell out of it’s thinking … the church automatically looses its passion for seeking and saving!
If you don’t believe in Hell then you don’t see a need for reaching the lost … 
If you don’t believe in Hell, then what would you be saving people from from?
I was preaching in one of our Virginia churches … 
I asked people to turn to the person beside them and say, “Hell wants you!”
· I was astonished when the house broke out in laughter.
· I saw husbands tell their wife, with a smile on their face, “Hell wants you!”
· I was appalled when parents told their children, “Hell wants you!” with a smile on their face.
Has Hell become a laughing matter among us?
Is your loved ones spending eternity in Hell something to smile about?
How could any believer say, “Hell wants you!” with a smile on their face?  
Could it be that we don’t believe in Hell anymore?
Just as sure as there is a Heaven to gain, there is a Hell to shun.
· Angels—demons 
· Street of gold—brimstone path
· Walls of jasper—walls of flaming fire
· Gate of pearl—gates of hell
Someone wrote …
Heaven is peace without pain, while Hell is pain without peace.
Heaven is joy without sorrow, while Hell is sorrow without joy.
Heaven is light without darkness, while Hell is darkness without light.
Heaven is life without death, while Hell is ever dying without life.
Heaven is laughter without weeping, while Hell is weeping without laughter.
Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people, while Hell is a prepared place for an unprepared people.
Two weeks ago the news reported a horrendous tragedy in the State of Texas … 
A house trailer caught on fire. The fire blazed in the middle part of the trailer where the doors were located.  Two children slept at one end of the trailer, their single mother at the other end. First, the mother fought the fire and brought her baby out of the trailer. She went back in and found her little boy and brought him out.  By the time she had saved both children, the tips of her fingers were burned off, her hair was burned off, her face was charred nearly beyond recognition, and her legs were severely blistered. Outside, she fell to the ground.  With feeble voice she asked if both of her kids would be okay, then she died. 
There was obviously NOTHING that young mother would not do to save her children from a burning inferno.
How can we stand aside ... uncaring ... indifferent ... unmoved ... unresponsive ... while our family, friends, neighbors, and acquaintances go to Hell?
Hell is for real. 
Hell is hot. 
Hell is place where men are ever dying but never die. 
Hell is unthinkable pain and punishment. 
What are you doing to save your loved ones from spending eternity in Hell?
What are you doing about reaching the lost?
I would present to you today … if we really believe in Hell … we'd do whatever we must to stop people from going to that place! 
Bottom line: 
1) If we don't really believe in the second coming ... 
·  We'll loose site of living for Christ day-by-day.
·  We'll loose the urgency to win the lost.
2) If we don't really believe in hell ...
·  We'll loose our fear of the consequences of sin and unfaithfulness. 
·  We'll loose our passion for reaching the lost. 
LET’S PRAY NOW!
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