A Tale of Two Kings
( Belshazzar & Saul )

Dan 5:1  Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand.   SKIP TO VSE 4  They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. 5  In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.  SKIP TO VSE 25  And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

I Sam 15:16  Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what the LORD hath said to me this night. And he said unto him, Say on.  SKIP TO VSE 22  And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.

Tonight I want to preach about 2 Kings… Both Powerful & Popular

BOTH LOST THEIR KINGDOMS BY A JUDGEMENT OF GOD

       This sermon is a STUDY in CONTRASTS:  

Each King was firmly entrenched in power…  Yet each lost it swiftly

ONE SEEMED GODLY  - THE OTHER SO UNGODLY



-  One was a heathen which ruled Babylon

- The other was anointed to rule God’s people (Israel)

The story of Belshazzar seems cut and dry…  A wicked arrogant king


Called for a 1,000 of his political Lords… to party & drink

       As is still true today… Drinking & Thinking don’t mix! (
Pro 20:1  Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.




     ( Drugs will amplify your carnal nature!
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Drugs and Drink will loosen you up and make you cross lines you never would cross while sober…  

· Drunkeness may provide a mild excuse for the guilty mind.

                   ( like a drunk driver saying I don’t remember )

· But it will NEVER provide an escape from true actual guilt!

   So we are held responsible for the things we do and say even while 

     drunk!       (   Because drink and drugs are a choice!   

In this drunken stupor – Belshazzar crossed the line… at his command

VSE 3  … they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them.  4  They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone.

   In His drunken, lustful state… he and his party drank and mocked



With the instruments of worship

VSE 5  In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.  6  Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another.


He was so scared he wet himself! 

God knows how to handle arrogant men!

At his time… EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW! 




  ( Holy Ghost Truth Serum will be applied )

Jonathon Edwards presented it so succinctly in his message that shook New England…  “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”

May I remind this church today… He STILL is the ALMIGHTY! (
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So Belshazzar called in all his astrologers, soothsayers & wise men



( offered them wealth and 3rd in the kingdom )


      YET NO ONE COULD INTERPRET

**** The Queen came into the banquet hall and told the king…



I know of a man who can help you!

11  There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers;  

12  Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and showing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will show the interpretation.

DO YOU UNDERSTAND WHY THE LORD SAYS TO THE CHURCH… Come out from among them and be ye separate?


You can’t help the world if we are just like the world!



It’s important that we don’t change… remain Holy!

They brought Daniel… and spoke to him the word of the Lord…

VSE 18  O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour:  19  And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and whom he would he put down.  20  But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him:  21  And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled in 
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the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will.  22  And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this;  23  But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified:  25  And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.  26  This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.  27  TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.  28  PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.  29  Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.  30  In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain.


Weighed in the balance… and found wanting!



GOD IS A RIGHTEOUS JUDGE!

Prov 16: 11  A just weight and balance are the Lord's: all the weights of the bag are his work.  12  It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness: for the throne is established by righteousness.

*** SIDE NOTE:  

    Why are some sins dealt with quietly and others openly?
ANSWER:  when your sin undermines the kingdom it angers God!


BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU PUT YOUR TONGUE ON!

Belshazzar wasn’t removed at first for personal lust and drunkenness


IT WAS WHEN HE CROSSED INTO MOCKING



THE KINGDOM THAT GOD HUMBLED HIM!

“he that soweth discord among brethren” is STILL an abomination! 
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THE OTHER KING…  Saul   (first king of Israel)

I Sam 9: 15  Now the LORD had told Samuel in his ear a day before Saul came, saying,  16  To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, that he may save my people out of the hand of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, because their cry is come unto me.  17  And when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said unto him, Behold the man whom I spake to thee of! this same shall reign over my people.

His power was solid… his ruler ship was unquestioned… God chosen!

Seemingly the opposite of Belshazzar… he was gifted of God

I Sam 10: 9  And it was so, that when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, God gave him another heart: and all those signs came to pass that day.  10  And when they came thither to the hill, behold, a company of prophets met him; and the spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied among them.   ( he was spiritually gifted! )
*** POINT:  ( He was allowed in the company of prophets…

11 And it came to pass, when all that knew him beforetime saw that, behold, he prophesied among the prophets, then the people said one to another, What is this that is come unto the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?

Saul was gifted to be King with the same type of anointing that a

man is given when he is called to be a prophet.



BUT THE OFFICES CANNOT BE CONFUSED!


    He made a terrible error by acting like he was priest
I Sam 13:13  And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which he commanded thee: for now would the LORD have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever.  14  But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath sought him a man after his own heart,
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The longevity of his rule was shortened because he assumed


    He could act like the priest because he felt the anointing

*** Oh that we could learn this…  Not everyone called to preach is 

           called to the office of pastor.  Much mess has been made! 


  Everything is MAGNIFIED when you step into an office



of PUBLIC ministry… 

     You become held to all the Qualifications of leadership!

Then Saul made a SECOND tragic mistake…

I Sam 15: 2  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, when he came up from Egypt.  3  Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.

Again… God is a fair judge…  He proclaimed the end of that people

7 And Saul smote the Amalekites from Havilah until thou comest to Shur, that is over against Egypt.   (HE WENT AFTER IT!)

I Sam 15: 9  But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them: but every thing that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly.  10  Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying,  11  It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back from following me, and hath not performed my commandments. And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the LORD all night.

When Samuel came to Saul… (God used him again to correct Saul)

13  And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have performed the commandment of the LORD.


Then WHAT is the sound of this bleating of the sheep? (


IT WAS PARTIAL OBEDIENCE!
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Like Belshazzar – God brought a prophet to speak to Saul.

17  And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed thee king over Israel?  18  And the LORD sent thee on a journey, and said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against them until they be consumed.  19  Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the LORD, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the LORD?  20  And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and have gone the way which the LORD sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.

           *** SAUL obeyed in his own mind… because he did what 

                  made sense to him… (you always spoil the goods & king)



BUT WE HAVE ALWAYS DONE IT THAT WAY?

He was so wrapped up in his own logic that he didn’t see his blindness

22  And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.

23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, (THE GOD CALLED PREACHER IN YOUR LIFE) he hath also rejected thee from being king.

THE TALE OF TWO KINGS… the contrast is clear…

One SEEMED to work so much harder then the other to please God


ONE transgressed largely – the Other smaller occasional times



YET – BOTH HAD THEIR KINGDOMS TORN

POINT: Disobedience is something that cannot be tolerated His work

One transgression was so bold… the other just seemed like a mistake.


HOW could God require such a sharper line with Saul?

** SAUL HAD A PROPHET AND A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
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Jesus said it this way…

Luke 12:48  But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.
We understand the devestation that came to Belshazzar’s household


And even applaud it…  after all… he deserved it!
But God’s reaction to Saul is harder for us to swallow…

HIS WAS LIKE OURS OFTEN IS… PARTIAL DISOBEDIENCE!

There is a FAR reaching affect of partial disobedience…

** Not only had Saul lost the kingdom… His Children did as well! 

   Never again did the house of Saul reign… He paid a Terrible price!

Matt 7: 21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.      (stubbornness is as iniquity!)

(HE HAD KNOWN THEM… BUT THE RESULT OF 

        PARTIAL OBEDIENCE IS THE SAME AS NONE!)


     ( They wouldn’t baptize in Jesus Name! (
Obedience is still required!

Rom 6: 17  But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.   18  Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.
(or are you a servant of tradition?)




Learn from this tale of two kings! 
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