A Great God Deserves Great Praise

(1 Chronicles 16:23-34) Sing unto the LORD, all the earth; show forth from day to day his salvation. (24) Declare his glory among the heathen; his marvellous works among all nations. (25) For GREAT is the LORD, and GREATLY to be praised: he also is to be feared above all gods. (26) For all the gods of the people are idols: but the LORD made the heavens. (27) Glory and honour are in his presence; strength and gladness are in his place. (28) Give unto the LORD, ye kindreds of the people, give unto the LORD glory and strength. (29) Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come before him: worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. (30) Fear before him, all the earth: the world also shall be stable, that it be not moved. (31) Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice: and let men say among the nations, The LORD reigneth. (32) Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof: let the fields rejoice, and all that is therein. (33) Then shall the trees of the wood sing out at the presence of the LORD, because he cometh to judge the earth. (34) O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever.
(Psalms 48:1) Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness.

(Psalms 145:3) Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable.
GOD IS GREAT

Great … Beyond the ordinary!

Matthew Henry wrote … “His greatness indeed cannot be comprehended, for it is unsearchable; who can conceive or express how great God is? But then He is so much the more to be praised. When we cannot, by searching, find the bottom, we must sit down at the brink, and adore the depth.”
I was filled with the Holy Ghost at 8 years old.  I have had the Holy Ghost nearly 40 years now.  God is greater in my life today, than ever before. After these many years, I haven’t even begun to find the depth of His greatness. 

Throughout the Scripture God is often identified as Great. 

David said, “Great is the Lord.”

(Deut. 10:17) For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a Great God, a mighty, and a terrible…
(Psalms 86:10) For thou art Great, and doest wondrous things: thou art God alone.
(Psalms 147:5) Great is our Lord, and of Great power: his understanding is infinite.
Charles Spurgeon wrote … “How Great Jehovah is essentially none can conceive; but we can all see that he is Great in the deliverance of his people, Great in their esteem who are delivered, and Great in the hearts of those enemies whom he scatters by their own fears. He is “the great Shepherd;” He is “a Saviour, and a great one;” He is our Great God and Saviour; our Great High Priest; His name shall be Great unto the ends of the earth.”

(Isaiah 33:5) The LORD is exalted; for he dwelleth on high:
He is the possessor of Great power … “All power in heaven and in earth belongs to Him.” 
(Brother Hall and I just returned from Thailand where 96% of the population worships idols.) He is not weak and feeble, like the idols worshipped by other nations. 
He is the Creator of all things!

(Genesis 1:1) In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth.
Creation is an act that has never been duplicated … To truly create means to bring something into existence without the use of any materials.
Someone might say, “A particular artist created a masterpiece.” … Actually the artist used wood, cloth, stone, and paints … then he arranged or fashioned something into a beautiful piece of art USING the materials available to him … He did not create it.
Everything, know and unknown, was made by God!
God created man from the dust of the earth … breathed into his nostrils the breath of life … man became a living being …

From the side of man God took a rib and made a woman.

Not only did God create man … He became flesh so He could be the Savior of mankind.

The greatest miracle of the ages is when God became flesh!

God took on a robe of flesh … became a man … so He might redeem mankind from their sin.
(1 Peter 1:18-19) Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
When I was 21 years old the state took my house for unpaid taxes.  I redeemed my house from the state.

He is our Great Deliverer!

(Psalms 37:39-40) But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: he is their strength in the time of trouble. And the LORD shall help them, and deliver them: he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust in him.
(Psalms 120:1) In my distress I cried unto the LORD, and he heard me.
Bro. C., you don’t know what I’ve done … or what’s in my past … or the number of times I have fallen … 

The paradox of the ages is … On the one hand, God vehemently hates sin … yet on the other hand, and at the same time, He loves sinners with an unparalleled passion. 

We serve a Great (beyond the ordinary) GOD!

GREAT is the LORD, and GREATLY to be Praised!
“Greatly” … me'od (meh-ode') wholly, speedily, diligently, exceedingly, fast, good, louder and louder, mightily, quickly, utterly, very much, well.

In the book, The Treasury of David, Charles Spurgeon writes, “The depth of one’s worship should be somewhat parallel to the object of their worship. A Great God deserves Great praise. There is no part of Jehovah’s greatness which is not worthy of Great praise. No chorus is too loud, no orchestra too large, no Psalm too lofty for the lauding of the Lord of Hosts.”
What he is saying is simple … Our BEYOND THE ORDINARY GOD deserves BEYOND THE ORDINARY PRAISE.
Adam Clark’s Commentary says it this way … “God should be praised according to his greatness! … No common praise is suited to the nature and dignity of the Supreme God.”
What is “Common praise?”

We often refer to the worship service as the preliminary part of the service … There is nothing preliminary about our worship … Worship is the primary reason we gather here.

If we come into this place and fail to praise God we have wasted our time here.

Not “common praise” … but “with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.”
If God has been good to you … You ought to praise Him!

Without being prodded … encouraged … or reminded.

The worship leaders and the choir members are not our personal cheer leaders.

Spurgeon also said … “According to his nature should his worship be; it cannot be too constant, too laudatory, too earnest, too reverential, too sublime. For there is none like the Lord, and there should be no praises like his praises.”
Praise takes on many forms …
We praise Him everyday “in the beauty of holiness.”
The Apostle Paul admonishes the child of God … “present your body a living sacrifice (living praise).”
Our very life should be a praise to the Lord!
Praise should be emotional … passionate … participatory … and powerful …

The Psalmist David introduced us to at least 9 types of participatory praise …

Three involve our MOUTH … (1) “Let them shout for joy and be glad;” (2) “Sing unto the Lord;” (3) “Publish with the voice of thanksgiving and tell of His wondrous works.”
Three involve our HANDS … (1) “Play skillfully;” (2) “O Clap your hands all ye people;” (3) “Lift up holy hands.”
Three involve the whole BODY … (1) “Let them praise His name in the Dance;” (2) “Kneel before the Lord our maker;” (3) “Bow down before the Lord.”
It doesn’t matter what you do … Just do something!
If God is great in my life and yours … it’s going to be easy for us to give Him Great praise.
A GREAT God Deserves GREAT Praise!
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